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Red Cross Begun Here 


St. Paul's, Dansville, N.Y., Celebrates 60th Anniversary 


of Society's First Chapter 


ANOTHER “first” in the history of the 
Lutheran Church was celebrated when 
the sixtieth anniversary of the organ- 
ization of the first local Red Cross 
chapter was observed in St. Paul’s 
Church, Dansville, N. Y., September 
25. It was August 22, 1881, that Clara 
Barton met in this church with some 
of the townspeople and organized the 
first chapter of the American Red 
Cross. Today there are 3,700 chapters 
in every part of the nation. Miss Bar- 
ton was in Dansville during that period 
of her life in order to regain her health 
after her heroic nursing exploits in the 
Civil War. 

The principal address at the sixtieth 
anniversary was delivered by Mr. 
Walter Davidson, assistant manager of 
the Eastern Area of the American Red 
Cross, who chose as his subject, “Clara 
Barton’s Prophetic Mission.” He spoke 
in the same auditorium where sixty 
years before Miss Barton had pioneered 
in this work of mercy. A message of 
welcome was given by the Rev. Robert 
W. Stackel, pastor of the church and 
chairman of the Clara Barton Chapter 
Number One. 


Pre-Organization Meeting 

An anniversary banquet was held in 
the Presbyterian Church, where Miss 
Barton had met previous to the chap- 
ter’s organization and discussed the 
principles of the Treaty of Geneva upon 
which the Red Cross is founded. There 
greetings were read from the Governor 
of Michigan, the Hon. Murray D. Van 
Wagoner, who recalled that the first 
service of mercy of the newly organized 


The Rev. Robert W. Stackel 
Reading the historic marker on the lawn 
of St. Paul’s Church, Dansville, N. Y., 
of which he is pastor 


The legend reads: 
"In This Church Was 
Organized First Local 
RED CROSS 
Society in the United States 
By Clara Barton 
August 22, 1881" 


chapter was the sending of relief to 
sufferers from a disastrous forest fire 
in Michigan in 1881. The state historian 
of New York State, Mr. Arthur Pound, 
spoke at this banquet, as did one of 
the few surviving nurses whom Clara 
Barton gathered for service in the 
Spanish-American War, Miss Maria C. 
Norris of Bel Air, Md. Greetings were 
received from the Hon. Norman H. 
Davis, chairman of the American Red 
Cross, and from relatives of Miss Barton. 


One Survivor 

Of the five remaining charter mem- 
bers of this first chapter only one was 
able to be present, Miss Mary B. Hart- 
man, who is also a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church. She officiated at the 
ceremony of cutting the birthday cake. 

The celebration was enhanced by the 
inclusion on the program of the new 
amplified tower carillon given to St. 
Paul’s by the will of the late Edward 
G. Weidman of this community. This 
$5,000 instrument, which was installed 
by Schulmerich Electronics, Inc., of 
Glenside, Pa., and dedicated Septem- 
ber 21, consists of twenty-five bells. 
The bells may be played from the or- 
gan console or automatically by a pro- 
gram clock. Serving also as a village 
timepiece, the carillon strikes out each 
hour of the day. 

Included with this instrument is a 
complete sound distribution system 
within the church, providing for the 
reinforcement of speaking or singing 
voices in the church auditorium and in 
the religious education annex, as well 
as amplification from either auditorium 
to the other to care for an overflow. 
Twelve deaf phones have been scat- 
tered among the pews for the benefit of 
hard of hearing worshipers. 

Ropert W. STACKEL. 
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A Letter Makes the Difference 


Wuat the men in military service most warmly wel- 
come they do not get. It is letters from home. What 
their relatives and friends can most easily send they do 
not send. It is letters addressed to them at their places 
of service. THE LUTHERAN makes these assertions after 
receipt of both official and private information and urges 
correction of this neglect. 

In a recent conversation with a World War veteran 
who served in the Navy, we were told that the receipt 
of a letter is an event in the routine life of the soldier, 
Sailor, or marine. It brings a thrill that cannot be 
equaled by any form of entertainment. Not even the 
gifts cordially and graciously sent by societies of 
civilians rates with a “letter from home.” 

Recently a communication from one of the chaplains’ 


a 


headquarters commented on the contribution to good 
morale which is made by messages addressed to indi- 
viduals in uniform by folk whom they know. From 
what we read between the lines of this bulletin, we 
formed a picture of the complete standardization of life 
in military training centers. Very little is strictly the 
possession of the trainee. He sleeps where he is as- 
signed a bed. He eats in a mess hall with his fellow sol- 
diers or sailors. His hours from reveille to taps are 
determined by military authority. 

No wonder a letter from the folks back home breaks 
down routine as nothing else can. It is about the only 
tie left him to the family and neighborhood circles. 
Surely we civilians can be better letter writers in the 
future than we have been in the past. 
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Churches Get Busy 

TuREE things happened in the last two weeks of Octo- 
ber—there was a committee meeting in Chicago, a 
parade in Philadelphia, and a pastoral letter was read 
in all Roman Catholic churches of Canada. 

We don’t need Sherlock Holmes to prove there is a 
connection between these events. They are evidence 
that Christians are trying to find some way of stirring 
the churches out of their routine, to get outdoors and 
do things. 

In Curcaco the committee meeting was held on Octo- 
ber 16 by forty Protestant leaders who are putting the 
finishing touches on plans for The Advance, which is 
scheduled to begin next February 9. Described mod- 
estly as “the largest interdenominational movement in 
the history of American religion,” the plan calls for a 
four-year effort to increase church attendance and en- 
rollment, expand vacation Bible school and summer 
camp programs, and extend released-time religious in- 
struction in the public schools. It will also emphasize 
importance of religious instruction in the home. 

Next April a series of 125 one-day conventions will be 
held throughout the country to inform local church and 
community leaders of the methods to be used in The 
Advance. All this is being guided by the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


In PuitapELpHiaA there wasn’t any four-year plan or 
any elaborate statement of objectives. The Protestants 
of the city were just supposed 
to get out in the street and 
march. At least 10 per cent of 
them did, which made a very 
large parade. It took four hours 
for the parade to come down 
Broad Street, to the tune of 
bugle corps and bands. The 
marchers went home convinced 
that they had demonstrated to 
the world the sincerity of their 
faith. The purpose of the 
parade was to focus attention 
on spiritual mobilization to 
meet the world crisis. Representatives of the city and 
state governments took part, as well as members of 
more than 400 congregations. 


Sword of the Spirit 

Tue pastoral letter read in Catholic churches of 
Canada called for a general rally on October 25 to mark 
the launching of the Sword of the Spirit movement in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

This movement began in England in August of last 
year, as a means of enlisting Christians in careful study 
of a ten-point program for a better world after the war. 
At first it was believed that Anglicans, Roman Catholics, 
and free churchmen would share equally in this move- 
ment, but by now it has been made clear that only 
Roman Catholics are eligible to full membership. 

These are some of the ten points: A peace settlement 
must be dictated by a sense of acute responsibility which 
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weighs human statutes according to the holy, unshak- 
able rules of divine law. Extreme inequality of wealth 
should be abolished. The sense of divine vocation must 
be restored to man’s daily work. 

The movement already has thirty-seven organizers in 
England. Lectures, meetings, “schools,” have multiplied. 
Periodicals and pamphlets are being written. 

People who join are given a symbolic pin—a small 
cross with the figure of Christ on one side and the 
words, The Pledge of Victory, on the other. 


Boake Carter's Bible 

Boake CarTER, newspaper columnist and radio com- 
mentator, is reported by Religious News Service to be 
writing a book in which he will tell of a “secret Bible.” 

“Research now going on bears out my contention that 
there are two Bibles,” Carter said. “There is the ‘re- 
vealed Bible,’ which is being used today. Then there is 
a ‘secret Bible’ which was written in code and carefully 
hidden. It has remained secret until this day.” 

Carter said the “secret Bible” contains divinely in- 
spired rules for all human conduct. As a result of re- 
search he is directing in Jerusalem, the writer declared, 
his personal life is being changed. He said he has given 
up eating the flesh of some types of animals. He said 
he has become tolerant about things in general. “And 
believe it or not, I don’t even swear any more!” 


Churches to Be Taxed 

AN opinion that may result in a great financial burden 
to churches in Kentucky has been handed down by 
Assistant Attorney General Guy H. Herdman, who de- 
clared that although churches are exempt from taxes, 
they can be assessed for street improvements. 

The state constitution exempts churches from general 
taxation, but Mr. Herdman interpreted this exemption 
as applying to taxation for governmental purposes and 
not to assessments for local improvement of property. 


Mission to Lepers 

Durinc the year ending June 30 the American Mis- 
sion to Lepers received a total income of nearly $300,000, 
the largest amount ever received in one year, it was 
reported at the group’s annual meeting. The Mission 
to Lepers is supported by thirty-seven Protestant de- 
nominations. 

During the same period, the report stated, $29,000 
was transmitted to the British Mission to Lepers. 

The two organizations, here and in London, are sup- 
porting 200 leper colonies in forty-eight countries. Some 
150,000 lepers are under their care. 

Dr. Eugene R. Kellersberger, general secretary of the 
Mission, told the meeting that “it is now estimated that 
there are from five to ten million lepers in the world.” 

Leprosy, in its early stages, has often been cured, 
despite superstitions to the contrary, said Dr. Kellers- 
berger. “It is not inherited nor is it easily contracted. 
The disease thrives among peoples where physical re- 
sistance is low, living conditions are primitive, and semi- 
starvation prevails.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Juxius F. SEEBACH 


For Years the American public has been uneasy over 
. the growing abuse of the franking privilege by its per- 
senal representatives in the House and Senate. The 
abuse widened so greatly that it covered not only the 
| distribution of speeches by the respective legislators to 
_ their constituents, but also speeches that were never 
made and material that had no direct connection with 
the public office of the offenders. The expense incurred 
_ has added enormously to the postal budget, and may well 
account for the fact that the inarticulate public con- 
tinues to pay higher postal rates than formerly. But 
- umeasiness was shocked into resentment when (Septem- 
_ ber 24) bales of unused postage-free franked envelopes 
were removed from the Washington offices of two 
isolationist groups and added to the evidence assembled 
by a Grand Jury investigating suspected Nazi activities 
in the U. S. A. The merits of the controversies under 
investigation may be dismissed at this point, for pas- 
sion and prejudice have too large a part in their agita- 
tions; but it is high time that the suffering, indignant 
public should be relieved of the intolerable burden laid 
on their shoulders, and be reassured that those who have 
been abusing this often doubtful franking privilege 
should be properly rebuked and restrained. The govern- 
ment has no right to ask self-denial of the public while 
indulging in this and other extravagances. 


The Bright Dream of the “Sword of the Spirit” has 
faded. All that remains for Protestant enthusiasts is 
an empty scabbard. When, about a year ago, Cardinal 
Hinsley, head of the Catholic Church in England and 
Archbishop of Westminster, appealed for a concerted 
Christian effort in Britain, and invited all Protestant 
groups into the fellowship of the “Sword of the Spirit’ 
movement he had sponsored, there was an enthusiastic 
and widespread response to his invitation. No less a per- 
son, indeed, than Principal Micklem, of Mansfield Col- 
lege, Oxford, is at present in America to advocate the 
spread of the movement in Canada and the U. S. A. 
But certain discouraging features have been disclosed. 
It is evident that the Cardinal never intended that Prot- 
estants should have an equal part in the movement. 
According to the Constitution—which presumably the 
Cardinal prepared—the Protestants are confined to the 
status of associate members. The “Sword of the Spirit” 
is, and must remain, a strictly Catholic organization. So 
this spiritual weapon is not to be a “two-edged sword” 
for “the dividing asunder of soul and spirit”; the Cath- 
olics will furnish the single edge to do the cutting, and 
the Protestants will furnish the weight of the blade’s 
backing. 


The International Conference on Science and the 
World Order gave serious attention (September 26-28) 
to the gravity of the future for science. Repeatedly dur- 
ing the last few years scientists have individually and 
collectively expressed their resentment against the use 
‘and abuse of their discoveries so predominantly for de- 
structive purposes. That is still a sore spot with the 
Scientists, but a matter of even greater concern was the 
‘uncertainty of any future at all, if the trend adopted in 


authoritarian realms should become the general rule. 
In such strictly governed regions scientists have been 
told what to think “about race, the structure of the uni- 
verse or the origin of species.” Any research on their 
part that would bring their conclusions into conflict with 
totalitarian ideas and preconceptions would bring (and 
has brought) the daring scientists into extreme peril for 
treason. As a result of prolonged discussion the Inter- 
national Conference issued a declaration of inde- 
pendence to guide both science and the world. It 
pointed out that if science is to be of real and lasting 
service to the world it must be free. That, of course, is 
good common sense; but it should be carried all the way, 
and say the same thing about the common man. 


Voluntary Slenderizing may have its points, though 
there are many who doubt it. But the “New Order,” 
advocated as a glorious blessing for the world, has pro- 
duced an involuntary slenderizing that needs a deal of 
explanation that it is not getting. Promises are falling 
down before the impact of incontrovertible facts that 
defy satisfactory explanation where the “New Order” 
is proclaimed or applied. For instance, the Public Health 
Council of France’s Department of the Seine, reports 
(October 4) that child mortality (under ten years) is 
45 per cent above the last five-year average, while the 
mortality rate for the total population rose 9 per cent. 
The report characterizes the condition with a new med- 
ical term—“armistice skinniness” due to “prolonged 
famine.” Vichy cannot be held responsible for this sit- 
uation, since the Seine Department is not under their 
control. In Japan the people have just been informed 
(October 4) that a further reduction of the present 
greatly insufficient food ration will be necessary. The 
government is reported as considering seriously the cut- 
ting down of the mulberry groves (the first requisite 
of the silk industry) to make room for the planting of 
grains and vegetables. And then, there is Italy, uncom- 
fortably submitting to Mussolini’s vaulting rhetoric. 
Beginning October 1 each Italian will receive seven 
ounces of bread daily—less than Norway (11), Denmark 
(13), France (12). In fact, the whole world is hungry, 
some hungrier than others where the strong take from 


the weak, and all of it born of the desire to reorganize’ 


the world by violence and hate. If the “New Order” 
wants to convince the world it should provide full 
stomachs. 


Cleveland’s Eminent surgeon, Dr. George Crile, sug- 
gests a provoking conundrum. Why is a spirited race 
horse like a gangster? Dr. Crile says it is because both 
have abnormal adrenal glands. In the case of both these 
glands produce excessive energy. But there the likeness 
seems to end. In the race horse this energy wins races, 
and the horse becomes a hero, a favorite and a money- 
getter; but the gangster becomes a criminal and a killer. 
Yet there may be no difference, after all. The race horse 
is guided and trained to use his abnormal power in a 
way that achieves acceptable results; while the gangster 
has in some way missed the directive influence of home, 
school, church and the law. Just why? 
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Courage to Live on the 
Dangerous Edge 


A Title Suggested by Sundry Journeys in W hich U. L. C. A. 


Missionaries Have Taken a Leading Part 
AN INTERVIEW 


THE series of incidents, descriptions of which are given 
in the following paragraphs, began with a meeting on 
the elevator in the Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, 
when the editor was introduced to Miss Esther Bacon. 
She stated, in the course of a brief conversation, that 
final arrangements were under way for her to begin a 
trip to Liberia in Africa to begin service in the U. L. 
C. A.’s mission in that country. 

Miss Bacon, it will be remembered, is a registered 
nurse who was, it could almost be said, discovered by 
the personnel committee of the Women’s Missionary 
Society during their last convention in Des Moines, 
Iowa. It was first expected that she would begin service 
in China, where there is great need of women with the 
training which a modern registration in the profession 
of nursing implies. But the international situation was 
such that it seemed wise to transfer her to service in 
India, but here again obstacles to her embarkation arose 
which led to another shift in destination. Concerning 
this transfer Miss Nona M. Diehl, the executive secre- 
tary of the Women’s Missionary Society, outlined the 
details in an interview with Tue LurHeran. She said: 

“When, late in September, 
it was learned that a sailing 
to Africa would be possible 
within ten days and that 
missionaries on furlough 
who were due to return to 
Liberia would be sailing, 
other missionaries from that 
field on furlough agreed to 
repeat the urgent request 
for an additional nurse in 
Liberia. Our attention was 
called to the fact that while 
they had asked a year ago 
for three additional nurses, 
only one new missionary 
nurse had gone to the field 
this year. When they re- 
quested Miss Bacon’s serv- 
ices for Liberia, we realized that quick action was neces- 
sary in order to authorize this change of assignment. 

“A long-distance phone call to Baltimore to confer 
with the secretaries brought the reply that they would 
like to think over the matter for at least twenty-four 
hours in the light of possible sailings to India, for which 
field Miss Bacon was commissioned. In the meantime, 
air mail letters were sent to the members of the per 
sonnel committee of the Women’s Missionary Society to 
learn whether they would look with favor upon ap- 
proaching Miss Bacon for a second change of assign- 
ment if the Board of Foreign Missions deemed it advis- 
able. Telegrams of approval were received. 


Esther Bacon, R.N. 
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Mrs. J. W. Miller, 
Margaret and 
Mary Catherine 
The girls are 
enrolled at 
Lankenau School, 
Philadelphia, while 
their mother serves 
the Mission in 
Liberia 


“This was communicated to the Baltimore office by 
night letter telegram, and by the following afternoon 
Administrative Secretary Dr. Thomas wired that Miss 
Bacon had been approached and had replied that she 
was willing to accept this assignment. This transaction 
was concluded September 24, and on October 9 Miss 
Bacon embarked from New York for Liberia.” 

As Miss Diehl concluded the statement of this corre- 
spondence, she remarked upon another incident which 
had come to her notice. It had to do with a missionary 
sermon in which the preacher said that the church needs 
more “yes men.” He cited the number of times when 
St. Paul had accepted assignments as they came. Miss 
Diehl thought of Miss Bacon as one who was entitled to 
be described as a “yes woman.” 


One of Several Recent Instances 

The editor of THe LuTHERAN inquired of Miss Diehl 
whether this was a unique occurrence, and she promptly 
replied: 

“No, on the contrary; within the last twelve months 
the journeys to and from the United States and Canada 
have abounded in dramatic incidents. One of these, of 
course, is the widely published adventure of the Zamzam 
on which about nineteen missionaries of the Augustana 
Synod were among the passengers.” 

Miss Diehl continued: “A sister ship of the Zamzam, 
the El Nil, was carrying the Rev. and Mrs. G. Gordon 
Parker and their two children back to Africa. News of 
the sinking of the Zamzam was communicated to the 
captain of the El Nil, whereupon he changed his course 
and by a circuitous route came to an African port. There 
by a coincidence a freighter was available, and the 
Parkers were transferred to that ship and after forty- 
two days at sea reached their destination, Monrovia, 
the capital of Liberia.” 


55 and 60 Days at Sea 

“The return journey of Miss Theodora Neudoerffer, 
a nurse serving in India, is illustrative of the dfficulties 
of ocean travel at the present time. She left India on a 
Dutch freighter of the Java-Pacific Line. It stopped at 
seven different ports in the Dutch East Indies and then 
for almost three weeks sailed, without giving passengers 
the privilege of looking at a map or the log of the vessel, 


| November 5, 1941 


in order to avoid naval bases which they feared would 
be occupied by the Japanese. Finally, one day it was 
reported that in three days they would be in Honolulu. 
After fifty-five days on this steamer, she arrived at San 
Francisco and is now on furlough in Canada.” 

The record trip to date for length of time is the jour- 
ney to Liberia of Miss Norma Bloomquist and Miss 
Pauline Ziegler who after sixty days en route arrived 
| at Monrovia, their destination. They sailed by way of 
Matadi, a port in the Belgian Congo, thence to other 
ports in South Africa and back again up the west coast 
' to Liberia. Miss Bloomquist writes that they sailed 
| about 4,200 miles out of their way. In an extremely in- 
| teresting account of this sixty days, Miss Bloomquist 
| writes: “I think Pauline (Ziegler) aptly expressed our 
| 
| 
: 


_ feelings when she remarked, ‘I can sympathize with 
_ Noah. In twenty-four days we have seen one airplane, 
_ one steamship, one whale, several flying fish, and several 
Mother Carey’s chickens (birds)—no land—lots of 
 water.’” 
Some idea of the hazards involved in ocean crossings 
ean be obtained by noting what the steamship com- 
panies refuse to guarantee. No responsibility is accepted 
for any specified route, and no responsibility whatso- 
ever for personal safety and personal effects. In fact, 
those who have gone to Liberia throughout the year 
not only traveled on freighters but consented to sign 
contracts relieving the steamship company of all respon- 
sibility for anything that might happen. 
_ “Miss Emerick, who sailed in March, and Miss Bloom- 
quist and Miss Ziegler, who sailed in July, were on 
freighters which were carrying as their chief cargo oil 
and gas. Miss Bloomquist and Miss Ziegler, who were 
originally booked as two of ten passengers, learned when 
they arrived in New York that there would be but one 
additional passenger, a Frenchman, whose destination 
was French Equatorial Africa. This left Miss Bloom- 
quist and Miss Ziegler, two new women missionaries, 
the only women on board the freighter.” 


Home Folk Anxious 

We asked Miss Diehl, “What is thought at the home 
base of the perils confronting missionaries now going to 
and returning from their stations?” Her answer was: 

“There is much anxiety on the part of the personnel 
committee and the officers of the Women’s Missionary 
Society who know the circumstances under which the 
missionaries sail and who are therefore most eager for 
eables announcing their safe arrival.” 

“What do the missionaries think of these dangers?” 
Was our next query. 

Miss Diehl replied: “As one of these new mission- 
aries said, ‘If I believe that I am called to be a mission- 
ary, I should not question the method of getting to the 
field. To wait for the international situation to change 
might cause me delay in this country for so long a time 
that I could not achieve my missionary ambitions at all.’ 
The aged uncle of another of these young women, when 

he heard the doubt expressed by the relatives on the 

. which she would take, said, ‘I suppose the Lord 

_is the Lord of the ocean as well as of the land, and we 
ought to have faith.’ ” 


Recent Sailings by Passenger Steamer 
Sailing on October 9 for Africa on a passenger steamer 
‘Were more than 350 passengers, among whom were five 
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United Lutheran Church missionaries. Mrs. Miller and 
Mrs. Buschman, who were returning after furlough, and 
three new missionaries, Miss Esther Bacon and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Paul O. Lewis. Mrs. Miller and Mr. and Mrs. 
Lewis exemplify another kind of courage in their will- 
ingness to serve Christ in Liberia even though it nieans 
separating themselves from their children. 

Mrs. Miller is the mother of Margaret and Mary 
Catherine, who are in the Lankenau School in Philadel- 
phia. Mr. James Miller died at sea returning to America 
with his family in 1935. In 1937 Mrs. Miller returned 
to the field on recommendation of the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society under which organization she first went out 
as Miriam Treon. Her daughters remained at the 
Lankenau School during her past term of three years, 
and have agreed again cheerfully to have their mother 
serve the Liberians, who, as she says, “need her more 
than her children need her.” 

When Mr. and Mrs. Lewis learned that passports 
would not be issued to children, they agreed to leave 
their six-year-old daughter Janet at the Lankenau 
School also. The fourteen-year-old sister of Mrs. Lewis, 
Jean Montgomery, who was a member of the Lewis fam- 
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The Rev. and Mrs. Paul O. Lewis, Janet, and Mrs. 
Lewis’ sister, Jean Montgomery 
The two girls are at the Lankenau School 


ily is likewise enrolled at the same school. These four 
girls make a happy and unique missionary group in the 
Lankenau student body. 


All Arrive Safely 

“Have there been any casualties amongst the mis- 
sionaries?” we asked, and Miss Diehl answered, “No.” 

Our final query was this: “Is the work in which these 
and their fellow missionaries are engaged continuing 
despite international troubles?” 

“In all of the fields except in Japan the missionary 
staff remains at about its normal status. Fortunately for 
Liberia, where the opportunities for missionary service 
are opening up increasingly, it has been possible during 
the past year to send those missionaries who were 
scheduled to go.” 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS OF MONEY FOR 
MISSIONARIES 


Those who wish to send money as Christmas 
gifts to missionaries in foreign fields should 


send them to the Treasurer of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, 18 East Mt. Vernon Place, 
Baltimore, Md., before November 15, to be 
transmitted in the November draft by airmail. 


Washington 


BY 
OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER AND 
RALPH W. LOEW 


Luther and Liberty 

Sai The Washington Post on October 31, 1939, “It 
was 422 years ago today that Martin Luther nailed his 
famous ninety-five theses to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg. .. . That event was one of the 
great turning points in the history of modern times. It 
shattered the doctrinal unity which had existed in Chris- 
tendom. But it also helped to bring about the liberation 
of the individual and thus contributed mightily to the 
development of democracy in the Western World... . 
Luther did not always understand the fullest implica- 
tions of his own position. Great as he was, the forces 
which he helped unleash and to which he gave direction 
were greater than he... . Vast doctrinal differences still 
divide Christendom. . . . Past differences—real though 
they continue to be—are today overshadowed by the 
common heritage, common aspirations and a common 
allegiance to the great ethical ideals which underlie the 
divergent sects and creeds. And it is these aspirations 
and ideals which are now in mortal danger from those 
powerful forces which threaten to destroy all civiliza- 
tion.” 


Where We Got It 

A BRILLIANT Washington correspondent, William Hard, 
is the inspiration of this paragraph. He asks, “What is 
mainly ahead for business? In my judgment it is 
politics, governmental politics and more governmental 
politics. I wish business would stop disparaging govern- 
ment. Government is established to give us order, and 
order gives us the protection of property. . . . Labor 
unions have grown so strong that they are going to ex- 
perience what business experienced when it was too 
strong. They are going to be regulated by the govern- 
ment. ... Virtually every industry in this country is 
going to live under a government code of proper busi- 
ness behavior. ... Business executives must learn some- 
thing about politics through their own personal par- 
ticipation. . . . I applaud people like Charles Edison of 
New Jersey who, although they are business men, can 
go into politics and get somewhere. . . . Where do we 
get our rights? There are only two places: one is gov- 
ernment; and the other is God. Our ancestors knew 
this. That is why alone, among all the countries:of the 
world, we declared our independence in the name of 
rights we claimed from God and therefore were inalien- 
able. .. . Our ancestors wrote our constitutional political 
liberty law, calling upon the name of God—and that is 
why they did it well.” 


Freedom in Russia 

Tue Catholics seemed to do the visiting at the White 
House incident to the religious liberty issue with Rus- 
sia. Lutherans have been noted at that address not so 


much for constructive leadership as for the registering 
of “protests,” but no Lutheran officials showed up this 
time, as far as the reporters for this page know. Even 
the Baptists were conspicuously absent. It is our opinion 
that trying to prove the existence of constitutional re- 
ligious liberty in Russia is like finding a safe place for a 
child to play on Constitution Avenue, Washington. It 
just doesn’t exist. We hope the President may be suc- 
cessful in using the emergency to do something con- 
structive for social freedom in Russia, but the four free- 
doms, in our judgment, can never live under Uncle Joe 
Stalin. If religious liberty really comes, his sort of com- 
munism must go. Our only approval of Russia is that 
she is doing at this writing a marvelous job of slowing 
down Hitler. Let it go at that, Mr. President. He might 
be a strange bed-fellow later on. 


American Liberty Carries On (This and That) 

The Washington Cathedral dedicated a magnificent 
window last month, depicting the life of Joan of Arc.... 
Somebody has proposed this formula for the life of 
Charles Evans Hughes, “With no other advantage than 
impeccable character, great moral courage and capacity 
beyond his years, he began that splendid career of pub- 
lic service which has made his name a household word.” 
.. The Federal Bureau of Investigation announced with- 
in the month: “Analyzing 28,450 arrests of women in 410 
cities with over 25,000 population, drunkenness in- 
creased 35.4 per cent over 1940 and driving while drunk 
38.3 per cent. Arrests of women for all causes increased 
16.8 per cent.” ... Washington is so crowded these days 
that the Health Officer has suggested that mothers plan 
to have their babies at home with hospitals so full.... 
Society page headline, “War Has Corked Flow of Dip- 
lomatic Champagne. Envoys Turning to Domestic Wines. 
Caviar is Out Except at Soviet Embassy.” ...Ina 
Washington studio of one of the big chain stations we 
asked a friend why he announced most of the chain 
programs while the other boys did the locals. Said he, 
“That’s easy. I triple check.” . . . On the way home 
from a Saturday afternoon ball game we peeped in at 
the British Embassy Garden Party. Crowds do get in 
when the place goes charity. . . . It’s going some when 
the President of the United States has to tackle the 
problem of traffic in this town, perhaps the toughest 
tangle of its kind on the continent just now. Washing- 
ton was never laid out for what now goes on... . Said 
the Chief of Staff in accepting the first of the Army 
Chapels, “There should be no fear that any young man 
will suffer spiritual loss during the period of his mil- 
itary service. On the contrary we hope that the young 
soldier will return to his home with a keener under- 
standing of the sacred ideals for which our churches 
stand.” 
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Confession and Consecration in Coin 


GENERALLY speaking, the slang sentence, “Money 
talks,” has cynical, purely worldly connections. Its less 
respectable cousin is the gambler’s challenge, “Put up 
or shut up.” Even in its most decent applications, there 
is likely to be an atmosphere of snobbishness, where 
the superiority of the “haves” over the “have nots” can 
be felt, if not heard or seen. Poor people often think— 
sometimes truly—that possessions rather than justice 
and merit open the doors to progress and appreciation. 
Where rabble rousers have attacked our economic sys- 
tem, they have included religion in their invectives, 
saying derisively, “The coin of the realm has been 
drafted into service by its motto, which is an invention 
of capitalism—‘In God We Trust.’” 

On the other hand, we have heard orators declare 
that this sentence carries what the Constitution of the 
United States does not have, namely, an outright recog- 
nition of the Supreme Being, to Whose favor we owe 
the establishment of our government and for Whose 
service the resources of a great continent and the re- 
wards of a great culture have been developed. More 
than these four words would be needed to indicate the 
regard in which Christianity is held among us; but 
surely it can be argued that America is not a land where 
atheism holds sway. 


A Wartime Declaration 

But what is actually the explanation of the use of the 
sentence on our coins? From a superintendent of the 
Philadelphia Mint, the information was obtained some 
years ago that Salmon P. Chase, while Secretary of the 
Treasury during the War between the States originated 
its use. Mr. Chase was a sincerely religious man and 
deeply concerned as a Christian citizen about the issues 
which had brought on the strife between the North and 
the South. He deemed it a proper expression of his na- 
tion’s attitude to inscribe on its coins and thus circulate 
the words, “In God We Trust.” It is interpreted as a 
declaration of loyalty, a confession of independence 
and a petition for guidance. It was gradually placed on 
all minted money. 

On the one-cent pieces of recent minting it appears 
above the head of Lincoln in letters too small to be 
easily read, especially after prolonged circulation has 
worn away the sharpness with which they left the dies. 
It is not an act of irreverence to remember this smallest 
Coin in connection with the benevolence of the poor, for 
the mite deposited in the treasury of the Temple at 
Jerusalem by the widow had the approbation of our 
Lord. It was, however, the sacrificing spirit of that donor 
rather than the amount of money given that was com- 

mended. “All that she had,” she gave, thus exhibiting 
a quality of personal trust which every one could, but 
far from all of us do, imitate. 


| Not Quite the Truth 
___A good many “legends” have come into possession 
of the church through its financial methods. Some of 
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them imply a bit of incongruity. For example, there is 
that often heard stanza: 
“We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.” 


Those who count the offerings often speculate about the 
amount of the trust which a copper can carry; but a 
coin can figure also in a fraudulent transaction; it can 
be obtained under false pretenses. The sale of indul- 
gences was a deception practiced on a duped purchaser. 

A druggist would be arrested and fined were he to 
misrepresent his wares as Tetzel made false promises 
to the parishioners of Martin Luther in 1517. Nor is the 
traffic in indulgences now any more an act of trust in 
God than it was when its abuses aroused the protests 
of the Wittenberg pastor. 

But there are forms of sincere devotion in which the 
sentence-laden coins do in sincere truth express the 
faith of believers in Jesus Christ. Were it seemly to do 
so, an inspiring testimony would be heard at many a 
church altar on many a Sunday morning. Money is not 
the wings of prayer, but it is a medium by which the 
answers to prayers are delivered. Coins were not in- 
vented to convey to God the thoughts and impulses of 
our thankful, grace-filled hearts, but He is not unseeing 
when His children use them to complement words of 
consecration in obedience to His will. “In God we trust!” 
Surely it is not improper to imagine that the depositors 
of money on our altars are a portion of that great com- 
pany of believers who desire to bear witness to their 
faith in Jesus, the Son of God. 


As the Medium of Good Will 

But the sentence whose significance engages the 
Church’s attention at this season of the year is only par- 
tially interpreted when the coins carrying it arrive at 
the altar in worship. The accomplishments that follow 
its departure on the missions assigned it are equally 
fascinating. No apology is needed for noting certain 
unstated implications in the directions given the aver- 
age congregation relative to that part of its worship 
which our Common Service Book calls The Offering. 
The accompanying rubric reads, “Then shall the Offer- 
ing be received and placed by the minister on the altar.” 
There is a great deal more involved than is given in the 
quoted sentence. A literalist would promptly inquire 
whether the gifts remain on the sacred table. 

Once more our little sentence has meaning; but now 
there is a sending significance. It is no longer limited 
to an expression of the believer’s confidence in God, but 
it refers to those values that accrue when God takes 
over our resources and blesses their uses. The product 
is multiplied beyond human computations. It is beyond 
argument that the greatest investments of the fruits of 
our labor are those that have been bestowed “in trust to 
God.” Herein lies the mystery of Christian stewardship. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


From Priest to Minister 


The Rev. Nicholas Wesselenyi Tells Why He Became a Lutheran Pastor 


TuHRouGH the courtesy of THE LUTHERAN I am per- 
mitted to tell the Church why I am a Lutheran pastor 
today. I hope my answer will strengthen the love and 
attachment of the readers of THe LutTHeraN for the 
Augsburg Confession and the Lutheran Church, which 
I embraced wholeheartedly at the cost of suffering, per- 
secution and uncertainty about my future. I am richly 
rewarded by my peace of conscience and my determina- 
tion to carry out my decision to break away from 
Romanism. 

Though the story of my break with Rome cannot be 
told very extensively in a short article, I shall attempt 
to show the outstanding factors for the spiritual benefit 
of truth seekers. The knowledge and possession of truth 
is the greatest blessing, not only in the Christian but 
also in the human aspect. 


My Family 

The Wesselenyi family is known for many centuries 
in Hungarian national and Protestant Church history. 
My great-grandfather was a great landowner at Atkar- 
puszta in Hungary. He was also a Lutheran. According 
to the custom of noblemen, he wanted to prepare him- 
self for a political career, and went to study law at the 
Academy of Jurisprudence in Eger, which until today 
is supported by the archbishop of the same city. There 
he became acquainted with the priest professors and 
was influenced to turn to the Roman Church. Instead of 
becoming a lawyer, he became a priest. After a few 
years he discovered that all the caresses received from 
priests in previous years were with an eye to his exten- 
sive property; disgusted, he left the priesthood. 

He did not return to the Lutheran Church, perhaps on 
account of those strict state laws, which undoubtedly 
were passed for those who wanted to leave the Roman 
Church. After he was married his descendants were 
brought up in the Roman faith. My father and mother 
were faithful members of the Roman Church. My father 
died in his early years, and my mother married a Lu- 
theran, a descendant of a very prominent Lutheran fam- 
ily. One of his ancestors was a Martin Cziriak (my step- 
father’s name is Gustav Cziriak), who was enrolled as 
a student at the University of Wittenberg in 1522, an 
eyewitness of the Lutheran Reformation. According to 
family tradition, he was the first Lutheran superinten- 
dent in Northern Hungary. My stepfather and three 
half-brothers are Lutherans, but my mother gave me a 
strict Catholic education. I was sent to the Royal Roman 
Catholic Archgymnasium of Miskole in Hungary, in 
which some of the professors are of the priestly teaching 
order of Minorites. I joined this order and became a 
priest. Because of my scholarship the superiors sent me 
to Italy to receive the highest theological training which 
the Roman Church could give. My first year of proba- 
tion was spent in the city of Padua, famous for the 
shrine of Saint Anthony of Padua. 

{In THe LutHerAN of December 1938 there was a short note about a 
Rev. Nicholas Wesselenyi, a former Hungarian Roman priest in Windsor, 
Ontario, telling the readers that he was confirmed December 11 in the 
Se apd nal Lutheran Church in that city, and was studying in the Lutheran 


Seminary at Waterloo, Ontario. In this article Pastor Wesselenyi relates 
the story of his conversion. Ep.] 


Here I had strange and impressive experiences. At 
the end of the year my superiors, considering my good 
behavior and academic fitness, sent me to Rome to study 
philosophy at the Benedictine University of Saint 
Anselm. 


After finishing the course “cum laude,” by order of | 


the Minister-General I was enrolled for theological 
study at the International Theological College of St. 
Theodorus. From there I was sent to the Athenaeum 
Pontificium de Propaganda Fide University, the highest 
educational institution of Rome. 


Protestantism Assailed 
Here the teaching system is aimed against Protestant- 
ism. Through my entire seminary life the fanatical and 


superstitious practices produced in me a bitter and deep ~ 


aversion toward the Roman system. I saw the Pope 
many times brought around and through St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the midst of waving handkerchiefs and hats 


thrown into the air in the greatest ecstasy. The noise | 


was worse than the Saturday market. Unfortunately, I 
could not see in him the Vicar of the Evangelical Jesus. 
In 1931, on Saturday of Holy Week, I was ordained a 
deacon. That means I became a member of the hierarchy. 

Many doubts had entered my mind about the doc- 
trines of the Sacraments, Transubstantiation, the efficacy 
of the Mass, and other doctrinal and practical matters; 
but I always quenched the flaming questions with the 
thought that my mother’s greatest desire was that I 
should become a priest. 

We had an Italian and hot-blooded Sicilian professor 
of Dogmatics, who did his best to confirm his lectures 
with violent outbursts of hatred against Luther. After 
the Easter vacation of 1931, we took up the very delicate 
question of our studies, the subject of justification, and 
this caused me the most impressive and shaking experi- 
ences of all within the Roman walls. 

The scriptural passages upon which the professor 
based his lectures did not seem to cover his declarations. 
He never missed the opportunity to attack Luther, call- 
ing him a stupid and inflexibly proud Prussian friar, a 
man of sexual concupiscence, and the only one respon- 
sible for the disunity in Christianity. Though he could 
not speak German, he analyzed Luther’s name. It meant 
—according to him—in Italian, “carogna” (English car- 
cass). He said Luther’s doctrine was, “Crede fortiter et 
pecca fortius,’ which means in English, “Be courageous 
in faith and still more courageous in sinning.” He taught 
that Luther is to be considered the father of Criminal- 
ism, because he denied the necessity of good works, that 
his teaching about the Christian life consists only in a 
fruitless faith, and that his doctrine only encourages the 
crowd to shameful sinning. 

These impressive charges challenged me to further 
ivestigations. Reflections made in the silent hours of 
study caused me to ask myself this question: If Luther 
really did teach such a moral principle, how could the 
Reformation reach such a world historic significance and 
produce such deep religious changes? 

In the locked bookcase of the Seminary Library are 
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| loeated the prohibited books—including the works of 
Luther. Only “reliable” students—ordained at least for 
the subdiaconate—are permitted to have access to these 
| books. So I asked for the key to that bookcase and per- 
| mission to read Luther’s books. Though they are many, 
| I went through them with a burning thirst, looking for 
the principle of Luther, taught by the professor. 


| A Luther Exhortation 
After diligent search, I could not find the reported 
| words. What I did find in one of Luther’s letters to 
Melanchthon was something similar in words, but en- 
_ tirely different in meaning: Esto peccator, et pecca for- 
_ titer, sed fortius in fide et gaude in Christo (Though 
_ thou be a sinner, be stronger in faith and rejoice in 
Christ) . 
| These words do not mean what the professor asserted 
that Luther taught. It became glaringly clear to me that 
| he had told us a lie. In view of this experience, and 
' many others, I did not want to become a priest. I inves- 
| tigated all my former doubts by consulting Lutheran 
_ books and came to a new understanding. 
| My correspondence with my mother was possible only 
| under the censorship of the rector of the seminary. 
Therefore I was forced to use more romantic means of 
' communication with her to secure a mutual exchange 
_ of views. It was successful, and I informed her of my 
_ deep aversion to Romanism, and that my conscience 
_ protested against becoming a member of the Roman 
! hierarchy. She resisted my conclusions very sharply 
and finally induced me to obey her. So on the twelfth 
of July 1931 I reported for ordination to Cardinal 
Marchetti Selvaggiani, who was the vicar of the Pope. 


The Priestly Life 

I now returned to Hungary and began my priestly 
work, more or less calmed about the doubts of the past. 
But I woke up again, when I heard that one of my 
friends, a former Jesuit, had turned to the Reformed 
Church. This cost him a good deal of trouble in pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic Hungary. The noise aroused 
by his turning impressed me, and so behind closed doors 
I started to study theological works obtained through 
confidential and friendly channels. I compared the 
Protestant and Roman theological systems. 

My priestly life was happy. I had graduated and been 
ordained in Rome, and I was enjoying many privileges. 
I compared the Lutheran and Calvinistic systems, and 
between the two I favored the Lutheran teaching. 

The time was ripening for me to break away from 
Rome; but it was not possible in Hungary on account of 
family conditions. So I had to wait until Providence 
would help me out, and I had to pull the yoke three 
years longer. 


Once More the Word 
In the course of my studies I discovered that the Word 

of God must be considered the only “norm and standard” 

of Christianity, and not the “infallible” councils, popes, 
‘and traditions that excommunicated those not in agree- 
_ ment. 
_ I saw that Rome uses the Scriptures in a secondary 
_ sense to confirm her teachings, and that many of her 
‘ doctrines and practices cannot be confirmed by them. 
_ This system leads to the enslavement of conscience. 
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I served the Roman Church for five years in Hungary, 
and in 1936 the Archbishop of Montreal appealed to the 
Minister-General in Rome for two Hungarian priests 
to be sent overseas. I arrived in Montreal October 9, 
1936. But my conscience gave me no rest. December 7, 
1938, I resigned from the priesthood and was confirmed 
in the Hungarian Lutheran Church at Windsor by the 
Rev. John L. E. De Papp, local pastor, and the Rev. 
Stephen Zima, Slovak pastor at Detroit, Mich. 

I attended the seminary at Waterloo, and in Septem- 
ber 1940 I was called to serve a small Hungarian- 
Wendish Mission in Perth’ Amboy, N. J. After much 
suffering God has rewarded me. 

The positive attraction of the Augsburg Confession 
led me to the Scriptures anew, where I found the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Jesus, the Truth, has made me 
a man of free conscience and will. 

I am a Lutheran because I believe the Church of the 
Reformation through the Augsburg Confession will 
bring about a true unity of the Church, and standing on 
the Rock of Faith in Jesus Christ, she is built on a firm 
foundation and the gates of hell shall not prevail. 


DAILY DEVOTIONAL PERIOD 

Tue Rev. R. Donald Clare, assistant pastor of St. 
Mark’s Church, Baltimore, Md., has prepared a series 
of Bible readings for shut-in members of St. Mark’s 
Church and others desiring guidance in selecting pas- 
sages of Scripture for daily reading and meditation: A 
period of thirty days has been outlined under five head- 
ings. The following is a copy of the outline: 


PREPARING THE GROUND 


1. The commission from on highness Joshua 1: 1-9 
2. The CONVETSION CXPETICNI CE... escccccsssseesensieeieennniee Acts—Chap. 9 
3. The spiritual armow..........ccc000 ..._phesians 6: 10-20 
4, Laying aside encumbrances... Hebrews 12: 1-17 
5. Preliminaries to WOrship ...cccccccccccsscssnescsssenssensnes Psalm 51: 1-15 
6.In order that God may guide. Isaiah 58: 1-12 
THe ESSENTIAL MATERIALS 
7. The hope of the reconciled... ccc Romans 5: 1-11 
8. The realization of God’s mercy.......... Lamentations 3: 19-41 
9. The strength of Wisdom... Proverbs 3: 1-26 
10. On observing Divine commands... Psalm 119: 1-16 
11. The inner strength from above................. Ephesians 3: 13-21 
HOOT ea CLOGIES Of Alte oj bs sscsctictencinisnrvt Hebrews—Chap. 11 
Tue Necessary ATTITUDES 
13. In reference to one’s talents.............. Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-24 
14. In reference to constant growth. II Peter 1: 1-11 
15. In reference to belief and love I John 3: 13-24 
16. In reference to adversities ..ccccscsecsssesnineiesiesienineee Psalm 31 
17. In reference to the Holy Spirit...I Thessalonians 5: 12-24 
18. In reference to proving one’s faith................ James—Chap. 5 


Tue AtL-IMPoRTANT METHODS 
MO MBS HOW EE OF DELAY OL a leccicciinstinceicnamcarisantponien II Kings 20: 1-11 
20. The uplifted voice.............. Isaiah 40: 9-11, 27-31 


VAI Marebroa WG coy gis ie (ye ilo): Ae a ee cr Acts 8: 1-13 
22. Putting on the new nature.com Colossians 3: 1-17 
23. Diligence in keeping the law..n..ccccccccoeoen Proverbs 6: 6-23 
DAS IIE ATSE SOLS WATLCSSING foci hdc iat obessaratiasaontndetloes Acts 16: 19-34 
THE INEVITABLE RESULTS 
25. Brotherhood in aAction....ccccsssienssenenenes Romans—Chap. 12 
: EME Workroies 5094 «ee Gl nail, ee oe a John—Chap. 15 
27. A mind to work.................. ..Nehemiah 4: 6, 15-23 
Ge NE ROE LOL PUY CTICSS cass cscsossagnsnniseosnesnnpnsmsennnervnnereo Psalm 32 
PA EV ais 0-90 oy eet Wt] 6) he | Galatians 5: 13-25 
30. Resurrection with Christ................. I Corinthians—Chap. 15 


ee 
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Among Ourselves 


Shades of Our Ancestors 


Many fashionable costumes this winter will combine 
several shades of black. The New York Times acknowl- 
edges that that may be a puzzling description to many 
of us. After all, black is black; what do we mean by 
shades of black? 

“Boiled down, this means plushy black with shiny or 
flat black,” the article continues. “Rich-looking cuffs and 
a collar of inky velvet would be nice in a crepe or wool 
dress, especially if the cuffs are wide, fold-back ones 
like those on a man’s shirt.” 

So you see they were not describing the state of 
Junior’s clothes after a day of active play—black, 
blacker, blackest. Nor the color of father’s old tuxedo— 
black, greenish, green. They meant really black, but 
a black that looks different on different materials. 

For a long time the White House has been our source 
of authority on shades of blue—powder blue, Eleanor 
blue, etc. Now the President appears to have become 
conscious of shades of black. Religious persecution is 
a black mark against any nation, but apparently it has 
a different appearance when religious liberty is written 
into the constitution. There is a difference between flat 
black and plushy black. 

Before we get too wrought up about the matter, we 
might take a look at our own history. The Puritans 
came to this country to secure religious liberty for 
themselves. They had no intention of granting it to 
anyone else. This was their home. People could wor- 
ship in the Puritan way or go elsewhere. If they chose 
to stay, they laid themselves open to real persecution. 
The story of Roger Williams’ flight and the establish- 
ment of the colony of Rhode Island is quite as exciting 
as the tales of the persecution and flight of the Puritans. 

The persecutions of the Lutherans by the Dutch Re- 
formed group in the early days of the New York colony 
seem almost ridiculous to us twentieth century Chris- 
tians. It is hard to picture the consternation of the 
Swedish colonists along the Delaware at the Dutch in- 
vasion. The Lutheran Church almost disappeared in 
that section for a long time, as a consequence of the 
bigotry of the conquerors. 

We have emerged from such a black state in this 
country. Yet it is not so far behind us that we can 
afford to think lightly of our religious liberty. 

There was a man named Isaiah who warned the peo- 
ple of Israel against alliances with heathen nations. Per- 
haps he did not know about shades of black. 


Man is a Curious Creature 


A RECENT issue of a popular magazine carries a car- 
toon in which a “sandwich man” is walking along a city 
street. The slogan on the poster he wears has been 
printed upside down and people are craning their necks 
to read it. “Twice as many people read it that way,” 
he claims. , 

He is probably right. Curiosity is one of the strongest 
human instincts. Baby Snooks would not be so popular 
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oe By Margaret A. J. Irvin 
if she were not a caricature of a real child. Most of us 
have met in real life a spoiled child who is almost as 
maddening. But both on the radio and in actual expe- 
rience the child is the product of adult bungling. There 
is something equally wrong with a child who never asks 
“why.” 

Most of the material progress of the world has come 
from man’s inborn determination to know the answers, 
He watches a ship come up over the horizon and con- | 
cludes that the world is not flat but round. He watches 
steam coming out of a kettle and the industrial revolu- — 
tion has begun. 

Not long ago a scientist went at the problem of marine 
borers. The marine borer or toredo attacks the wooden 
piling that is used to support wharves. For years no one 
knew what to do about them. Then someone became 
sufficiently curious to find out how they did their work. 
Setting a piece of glass in a timber infested with toredos 
and turning his microscope on it, he learned how the 
toredo does his work. The tiny creature uses its shell to 
ream through the timbers. Once this fact was discov- _ 
ered wood could be pressure-treated with creosote to — 
make it last for years. 

Modern science is full of just such cases where the 
patient curiosity of some man or woman has cut down 
waste and given the world a forward material push. 

We could use a little more of that patient curiosity 
in finding out what God has to say to guide us through 
this world that we have built with His gifts. 

There was a time when boys and girls went to Sunday 
school to be taught what their elders thought it well to 
tell them at certain ages. Questions were for the most 
part not encouraged. “You will understand when you 
are older,” and “You must have faith and believe,” were 
stock responses. 

Today the tendency is very different. Curiosity on the 
part of the pupil is welcomed. Intelligent questions are 
a sign that the youngsters are growing. We do not want 
to raise a generation of Baby Snookses continually 
bleating, “Why?” and making no attempt to find out for 
themselves. But we want to avoid producing a genera- 
tion that renders mere lip-service to God. 

Christianity fears no questions because it has the an- 
swers. They are written in a book that is worthy of our 
most reverent and insistent curiosity. If ever a man 
approached the scripture with that attitude, it was Mar- 
tin Luther. The need to know God and the determina- 
tion to study His Book until he found Him, were the 
driving forces that began the Reformation. We need 
have no fear that the Church of the Reformation will 
ever frown on honest inquiry. 

Dr. Henry Einspruch has done a truly wonderful 
piece of work in translating the New Testament into 
Yiddish. There is no doubt that it will be read, for the 
Jews are not only a “peculiar treasure,’ but an ex- 
tremely curious people. The fact that their books are 
written backward has nothing whatever to do with it. 
Placing no curb on their children’s curiosity so long as 
it is respectful, may have a lot to do with developing 
the trait. 

Modern educational practice gives hope of a more 
curious generation of Christians, both Jew and Gentile. 


_ November 5, 1941 


, o 
Musings of a 
Minister's Wife .... 


| “Wuar are those children up to?” I asked my husband 
‘as he came down the stairs. “I sent them to bed twenty 
minutes ago and I’ve called to them twice to quiet down. 
They sound like a pair of elephants tearing around up 
- there.” 

“Tt is, or rather it was, a game of ‘last tag.’ I think I 
put an end to it as I came down from the study. It is 
over for the time being at least.” 

“Do you think they are quite right in the head to get 
so much fun out of that foolish game? They never seem 
to tire of it.” 

“Didn’t you ever play it when you were a youngster? 


We did, and we used to think our parents were cranks 
_ when they made us stop it. I’ve never stopped to figure 


out just what the fascination of the game is, but prac- 


_ tically all youngsters seem to think it’s fun. There’s a 
_ certain excitement and competition. I think they enjoy 
_ matching wits and tricking the other fellow as much as 
_ anything.” 


“Well, they will have to stop it in the house. Let them 
match wits some other way, if they want to.” 
“H’m,” Jerry answered, looking down at the notes in 


_ his hand. I knew he had forgotten all about everything 


but the class he was going over to the church to teach. 
“Do you expect to have many in your adult cate- 
chetical class? Mrs. French told me this morning she 
was coming.” 
“T’m counting on about ten. A good many more than 


| that have said they would be interested, but you know 


what that means. If I have five who are really inter- 
ested, I won’t consider it time wasted.” 

“T understand that some of our Protestant neighbors 
think we are rather stiffnecked, requiring adult instruc- 
tion.” 

“T hope you made it clear that it is not a definite re- 
quirement for the people who have been active mem- 
bers of another denomination. Besides, the more people 
know about the denomination they come from, the more 


_ they want to know about the one they are joining. There 
are certain distinctive features about Lutheranism. Peo- 
_ ple had better know about them before they join. There 


will be less chance of their deciding later that they have 
made a mistake. It is a lot better for them not to join 


than to join and find they do not like it. And another 


thing! The more they know about Lutheranism, the 
better they will appreciate it. These classes are an en- 
riching factor in the whole religious life of the individual. 

“You do make very interesting and moving speeches, 
Mr. Lathrop. You make me feel I am really missing 
something by not coming myself.” 

“You needn’t laugh. You might get more out of it 
than you think. We lay a lot of stress on catechetical 
instruction, but we sometimes think that anyone who 
has ‘been instructed’ will stay instructed for life.” 

_ He went off laughing. He doesn’t know a woman is 
‘Supposed to have the last word. 
The evening paper was crisp and crackly and smelled 
But the headlines were not encouraging. I turned 
the Woman’s Page. 
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At Eventide 


The Bordenville Parsonage Settles Down 


“Mother,” called Joan, “I’m hungry.” 

I groaned. They should have been asleep by this time 
—hboth of them. Mark is allowed to keep his light on 
fifteen minutes longer than Joan; but everything should 
have been dark and quiet on the second floor by this 
time. 

“Joan, you know that is just an excuse. You had a 
big supper. Now go to sleep.” 

There was a whispered consultation in the upstairs 
hall. 

“We are both hungry. We exercised very hard before 
and after supper. We really need something to eat.” 

“Very well, be sure you have your slippers on. Then 
you may each come down and get a piece of bread.” 

“Bread? O. K. Bread and what?” 

“Bread and nothing!” 

“Just plain bread? Oh, Mother!” 

“Tf you are really hungry, you will be glad to eat 
plain bread. This is no time of night for a picnic lunch.” 

Another whispered consultation. Then, “We guess we 
aren’t that hungry.” 

There was a sound of feet shuffling along in bedroom 
slippers. Then silence again. I relaxed. Sometimes a 
mother does win a minor victory. 

They aren’t really bad children. They are too busy 
to get into very much mischief. Mark and his football 
team are as serious as any varsity. Their big games are 
on Saturday mornings. The afternoons they spend 
practicing. 

Joan and her pals have taken to giving “shows.” They 
found a lot of old books in Jerry’s study when I was 
housecleaning up there. Apparently the volumes con- 
tain an endless supply of material from which to make 
illustrated lectures. The lectures are interspersed with 
dances and songs. 

I have to be the audience and I cramped their style a 
little when I refused to listen to any more “chopsticks.” 
How they can stand the endless repetition of that trashy 
melody is beyond me. But when they found I really 
meant I would not listen any more, they couldn’t bear 
to give up their only chance at a real live audience. 
None of them wanted to play such a dull role. I rather 
enjoy it. 


Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Some people talk so much 
about 
What they are going to do, 
Before the work is half 
begun 
‘They think it must be 
through. 


oN 


; 
NAUGHTY NORA 
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My brethren beloved and longed for, my joy and 
crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my beloved. 


Philippians 4: 1 


Wuen John Wanamaker was Postmaster General, his 
official duties and his large business interests did not 
deter him from superintending his Sunday school and 
attending his church every Lord’s Day. No matter how 
busy at Washington, he would hurry to Philadelphia 
for Sunday services. It is said that sitting with his fel- 
low elders on the platform, in a semi-circle behind his 
pastor, Dr. Wilbur Chapman, he would sometimes pull 
the latter’s coat tail and tell him to “go on!” when the 
sermon seemed nearing a close. As in a semi-circular 
“crown of glory” around him, St. Paul rejoiced in the 
backing of his elders and other members of the church 
at Philippi, for which he had a peculiar affection. 


+ + + 


He who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Jesus Christ. Philippians 1: 6 


No matter how well made the lamp and how well 
filled with oil, there can be no steady flame unless the 
wick is turned up and kept clean. The housewife must 
do her part, from the filling to the trimming. When our 
lives are in the keeping of Jesus Christ we know that 
He will not only give us of His spiritual infilling but 
will cause His grace to abound to the end. He will re- 
new in us continually the flame of light and love until 
the night has gone and the day eternal has dawned. 


+ + + 


I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my 
bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the Gos- 
pel, ye are all partakers with me of grace. 


Philippians 1:7 


A STRANGE thing is this storage battery, hidden within 
the car. Seemingly inert, it sends out subtle energy 
along the wires it contacts. To their farthest reaches it 
sends out power and light. In the soul of the Christian, 
in the heart of true love, is stored God’s grace, whence 
flow spiritual streams of force-filled benedictions. All 
Christians are partakers of the same life and spirit and 
are surcharged with the same transforming power from 
the heart of Jesus. 


+ + + 


Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which 
are through Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise 
of God. Philippians 1; 11 


Dr. Henry C. Link, director of the Psychological 
Service Center of New York, after twenty years as an 
agnostic, scorning the church and religion as the refuge 
of weak minds, finally admitted that religion “is not the 
refuge of the weak but the weapon of those who would 
be strong” and is “an aggressive mode of life, by which 
the individual becomes the master of his environment.” 
This conclusion he reached after fifteen years as a 
psychologist, examining some 4,000 individuals. It is 
“through Jesus Christ” that Christians are “filled with 
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the fruits of righteousness.” Fruits—definite results in 
transformed, virile characters and lives—are what count, 


+ + + 


God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved, 
Psalm 46:5 


A Mennonite farmer brought impure milk to market 
and was accosted by an inspector, who stamped his cans 
with a red marker and dumped the milk in the gutter. 
The farmer uttered an oath. Returning home he was 
called before the official board of his church and repri- 
manded for his oath, but no mention was made of the | 
sin of unfair practices in business, This story, we be- 
lieve, does injustice to that conscientious body of be- | 
lievers. Many, however, glory in the fact that “God is | 
in the midst of” the church, yet too often fail to let God | 
rule in their lives. 


+ + + 


Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them. 


Matthew 18: 20 


A Moperator of the Presbyterian Church said: “If 
you want your church to succeed, have a band of pray- 
ing men and women who won’t be denied.” They “make 
things go” because they are in earnest and because their 
prayers get results. “Prayer does things” through the 
faith that reaches up like the trolley and lays hold on 
the immeasurable power of God. But to be effective 
prayer must be in the name of and for the sake of Jesus, 
Whose invisible presence among even “two or three” of 
a praying group guarantees an answer. 


+ + + 


And lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world. Matthew 28: 20 


A MOTHER followed her wayward son with her love 
and pleading to the bitter end. She begged the judge 
to save him from the gallows, offering the price of her 
life’s savings. Failing, she asked for the body that she 
might be buried beside it. “Always even unto the end 
of the world,” Jesus, the Lover of our souls, promises 
to be with us—no matter how wayward or unworthy, 
if we are once members of His family. 


A PRAYER 


Our heavenly Father, we thank Thee for our creation 
and preservation, and for Thy daily protection and care. 
Especially do we thank Thee for Thy mercy and love in 
sending Thine only begotten Son to be our Saviour and 
Thy Spirit to be our Comforter and Guide. In the midst 
of the confusion of this world, rent by strife and 
wounded by sin, may Thy presence be increasingly felt 
and Thy saving power and peace be realized. In the 
midst of Thy Church, divided by schisms and beset by 
worldliness and sin, may Thy Holy Spirit come with 
increasing unction, casting out evil and bring in the 
reign of truth and love. In the midst of our personal 
experience, help us to recognize and gratefully receive 
Thy Fatherly care, Thy redeeming love, and Thy sus- 
taining grace. For Thy Name’s sake. Amen. 


} 
| 
: 
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“In the Midst” 


In nature and in grace God pours His power like 
| floods of light throughout the universe. Our little earth 
receives its quota. Behind all power is its Author, in 
the midst of the universe—omnipresent. As God’s all. 


_ pervasive power may be localized in special expression, 
so His infinite presence may become manifest at times 
in definite revelation, according to His will. 


In the Garden of Eden God came in special manifesta- 


_ tion to our first parents: “And they heard the voice of 


Jehovah God walking in the garden in the cool of the 


day” (Genesis 3: 8). 


At Hebron, in southern Palestine, Jehovah appeared 
to Abraham and made with him a covenant: “Jehovah 


appeared to Abraham and said unto him, I am God 
_ Almighty; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And 


I will make my covenant between me and _ thee” 


(Genesis 16: 1, 2). 


At the same place a few years later Jehovah, accom- 
panied by two angels, came personally to Abraham: 
“Jehovah appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre, as 


_ he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day” (Genesis 


18: 1). And Jehovah spake with him. 

By a fountain in the wilderness, Jehovah came as an 
angel to Hagar, and promised a great progeny through 
her son Ishmael: “And she called the name of Jehovah 
that spake unto her, Thou art a God that seeth” (Genesis 
ao: 13). 

At Horeb, in the land of the Midianites, God man- 
ifested Himself to the shepherd Moses, calling him to 
larger service and revealing the name “Jehovah,” the 
ever living, ever present One: “God called unto him 
out of the midst of the bush,” stating, “The place where- 
on thou standest is holy ground. ... And Moses hid his 
face; for he was afraid to look upon God... . And God 
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus 


' shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM (Heb., 


Ehyeh, or Jehovah) hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 
=o, 4, 5, 6, 14). 

In Babylon, God came to the three Hebrew captives 
in the midst of the fiery furnace and caused them to be 
delivered by the king, who testified: “Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no 
hurt; and the aspect of the fourth is like a son of the 
gods. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of 
the burning fiery furnace: he spake and said, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the Most High 
God, come forth” (Daniel 3: 25, 26). 

Under the oak as Ophrah in the land of Manasseh, 
Jehovah, in the guise of an angel, came to Gideon, and 
called him to deliver Israel from the Midianites: 
“Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy 
might, and save Israel from the hand of Midian: have 
not I sent thee? ... And Jehovah said unto him, Surely 
I will be with thee” (Judges 6: 14, 16). 

At Shiloh in Ephraim, Jehovah came to the boy 
Samuel who was called to be the last great judge and 


_ the founder of the school of the prophets: “In the tem- 


ple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was,—Jehovah 
came, and stood, and called—Samuel” (I Samuel 3: 


. 3, 10) 2 


By the Jordan, John the Baptist announced: “In the 


_ midst of you standeth one whom ye know not” (John 


| 
i] 
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1: 26); and John the Apostle later wrote: “He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, and 
the world knew him not” (John 1: 10). It was Jesus 
Christ, the son of Mary, through Whom God became 
incarnate. For thirty-three years of man’s reckoning 
He manifested as the Son of God His grace and glory. 
All previous theophanies — divine manifestations — of 
“Jehovah” were only preliminary to the fullness of the 
revelation of God in Jehovah-Jesus. 


Among the Candlesticks 


AsoveE the cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant the 
presence of Jehovah was localized, as though sitting 
upon a throne within the temple. In I Samuel 4: 4, it is 
referred to as “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah of 
hosts, who sitteth upon the cherubim,” and in II Samuel 
6: 2, as “the ark of God, which is called by the Name, 
even the name of Jehovah of hosts that sitteth above the 
cherubim.” In the Shekinah, or special manifestation 
of the presence of Jehovah within the Holy of Holies 
of the temple, God was in the midst of His people in a 
peculiar way. 

More glorious than the Shekinah or the light of truth 
and manifestation of authority as symbolized by the 
tables of the law and the rod of Aaron within the ark, 
is the light of the new revelation in the person of Jesus 
Christ. He manifested the “glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father.” Not in any passing theophany or vis- 
ible Shekinah but in the divine Saviour, God “became 
flesh and dwelt among us.” His revelation was. “full of 
grace and truth” (John 1: 14). 

While in the flesh Jesus expressed the glory of God’s 
goodness, in words of life and deeds of kindness. He 
went about doing good. He said, “I am in the midst of 
you as he that serveth” (Luke 22: 27). 

In resurrected body, He still contacted His disciples 
in special appearances. When He came to them, “the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst,” He said, 
“Peace be unto you” (John 20: 26). As His representa- 
tives, they were commanded to go into the midst of all 
peoples, even as He had been sent amongst them: “As 
the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” And He 
implemented them with divine power when He con- 
tinued: “Receive ye the Holy Spirit” (John 20: 21, 22). 

On the Isle of Patmos, John, with quickened vision, 
saw Jesus still moving among the churches where were 
gathered increasing numbers of His followers. These 
were represented by the seven churches in the Ephesian 
diocese over which the Apostle is reputed to have pre- 
sided as bishop. Each of the seven was symbolized by a 
golden candlestick, each candle of which emitted the 
light of the Spirit, with illumination of truth and fire 
of love and zeal: “I saw seven golden candlesticks; and 
in the midst of the candlesticks one like unto a son of 
man” (Revelation 1:.12, 13). The three would-be 
martyrs in the fiery furnace at Babylon were the proto- 
types of the seven times seven among whom “the Son of 
man,” yet “the Son of God” continues throughout the 
ages to walk. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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eACROSS THE “DESK 


WE are not too sure that printed words will convey the 
irony, or sarcasm, or even the misinterpretation of inten- 
tions that can be transmitted by the following “story” 
we were told less than two weeks ago. The narrator, via 
one of THE LUTHERAN’s reliable readers, was a certain 
Mrs. Kelly, whose fidelity to a Roman Catholic parish 
had been observed for years. But now she had been 
seen coming out of a Protestant church. Prompt inquiry 
by a sister Catholic brought an explanation as follows: 

“You know, Mrs. Flanigan,” said Mrs. Kelly, “for 
years we have had hard times. But now my husband 
has a job in the shipyard: he makes ninety dollars a 
week. Our son is a machinist: his Friday pay envelope 
contains sixty-five dollars. And daughter Mary has some 
sort of office place that yields her twenty-five dollars 
per week. And now the Pope is praying for peace.” 

You may not believe such a state of mind is a pos- 
sibility, and it is not, if folk do some unselfish think- 
ing. But in 1918 on November 11 we met people who 
said, “If the armistice had not come when it did, we 
would have made some money.” 


IN GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE 


Tue death of Judge C. M. Efird of the South Carolina 
Synod is reported in this issue: THE LUTHERAN desires to 
bear testimony to the high esteem in which he was held 
by all who were privileged to be his associates in Chris- 
tian service. 

Active for years in his synod and in the United Synod 
in the South, he was entrusted with membership on the 
“Ways and Means Committee” that drafted the docu- 
ments accepted by the three general bodies which united 
in 1918. An “outstanding” feature of the merger conven- 
tion was the absence of friction: the evidence of unity 
lay in the prompt approval of the recommendations that 
“the Committee on Ways and Means” had agreed upon. 
Judge Efird was one of five laymen who drew gen- 
erously upon their time and energy to effect union of 
long-separated and often unfortunately competitive 
groups. By talent, temperament, and experience his 
influence was very great. 

His election to the first Executive Board, while an 
evidence of approval of services already rendered, was 
interpreted by him as a further opportunity to insure 
growing appreciation of the larger opportunities of 
broadened organic fellowship which the merger had ac- 
complished. After six years of membership in the first 
of U. L. C. A. boards, he was chosen a member of the 
Commission of Adjudication. Here again his learning 
was of great value. His retirement from the Commission 
in 1938, due to the rule governing eligibility to con- 
tinuance on our elective boards, closed almost a quarter 
of a century of highly specialized service. 

The United Lutheran Church in America was, in our 
opinion, distinctly blessed by having a group of men who 
felt themselves under obligations to their Lord to ac- 
complish a work that needed performance. The first 
group, the Committee on Ways and Means, numbered 
twenty-one; Judge Efird was one of them. The demand 
for such vision as would see values to be preserved and 
differences that could be surrendered was “met in full.” 


The leaders of the three conventions of 1917 are entitled 
to a large place in the esteem of our present U. L. C. A. 
A few stubborn opponents to combination could have 
denied answers to many prayers. As we turn our minds 
toward centennials and bicentennials, we must not 
neglect those nearer this present year and crisis. 


NOVEMBER’S MEMORABLE DATES 


It would be expected that November 10, the birthday 
in 1483 of Martin Luther, would have such prominence 
as to overshadow every other date of the eleventh month 
of the year. Most persons who are not particularly in- 
terested in ecclesiastical annals, but mindful of secular 
events, would probably cite November 11, 1918, Armis- 
tice Day. We personally never before and never since 
saw such complete surrender to rejoicing as occurred 
when the news that arrangements to close the war had 
gained authoritative acceptance by all the nations in- 
volved. 

But certain connections of the late Judge Efird about 


which we needed data for the foregoing paragraphs re- | 


quired our consulting the Minutes of the first U. L. C. A. 
convention and reminded us that the birthday of our 
U. L. C. A. as a church corporate is also in November. 
Among the Minutes of that historic meeting is a tele- 
gram dated 10.15 A. M., November 16, which reads: 
“Secretary of State of New York has filed certificate of 
incorporation and the United Lutheran Church is now 
incorporated. Long may she live and glorious may her 
history be.” 

In some respects that first convention had connections 
that have not since been duplicated. “(CCommunications” 
from ecclesiastical organizations and auxiliaries to Chris- 
tian service in America were received and heard with 
enthusiasm. First of record among these was a telegram 
of congratulation from the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America which cited Ephesians 
3: 14-19. We recommend your rereading of that well- 
chosen half dozen verses of Paul’s letter. 

There were numerous messages from abroad, one 
signed Smith-Riter and dated J. 28, Paris, France. It 
bore the greetings and congratulations of the Lutheran 
Church of France, but its signers were Dr. Charles J. 
Smith, now the beloved president of Roanoke College, 
Virginia, and the late esteemed layman of Philadelphia, 
Frank M. Riter, Esq. These two men had been sent to 
France to bear messages and to bring back information 
sought by the Commission for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Welfare. India’s greetings were delivered by voice and 
presence of that distinguished pioneer of aid to India’s 
women, Dr. Anna M. Kugler. Japan’s not yet autono- 
mous Lutheran Church sent a cablegram. 

A brief address, for which, we believe, there has been 
no subsequent parallel, was delivered by Captain Eugene 
L. Swan of the U.S. Army. He was deputed to express 
a desire by the Surgeon General of the Army to have 
the assistance of the Church “to meet the problem of 
vice which threatens the physical and spiritual welfare 
of the boys and girls, the men and women of the United 
States.” It is our personal recollection that the spread 
of Communism on the Western Continent was reported 
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0 be a danger, and the attention of the Church was 
lirected toward defense against its boosting atheism. 


IRST APPEARANCE 

Tr was in November 1918 that the recently organized 
Jational Lutheran Council was formally presented for 
eceptance as an agency of activities in the performance 
£ which it was hoped all Lutheran bodies in America 
ould and would share. The association was warmly 
veleomed and authority given for the authorization of 
commissioners,” one for each “one hundred thousand 
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members of the U. L. C. A. or one-third fraction of a 
hundred thousand.” 

In our opinion the welcome sign was never larger or 
more prominently displayed by our group of Lutherans 
than was the case in 1918. Among the paragraphs 
adopted in the reception of the National Lutheran 
Council one reads: “Moved and adopted, that we com- 
mend the undertaking of a joint Protestant drive for a 
large fund to be used in the solution of problems which 
world conditions now press fer solution—a fund which 
shall be raised in and applied by each denomination.” 


More and Better Service 


Satisfying Adminstration 


_ An effort is being made by the United Lutheran Pub- 
ication House to keep down the prices of church sup- 
lies, in spite of rapid increase in costs of labor and 
naterials, it was reported at the quarterly meeting of 
he Board of Publication on October 21. 

Paper prices for all grades have increased from 30 to 
0 per cent above the prices prevailing last year, said 
1, Torrey Walker, business manager. 

Moderate price increases were authorized by the 
»oard, to limit the decreased U. L. P. H. income which 
1as resulted from the price maintenance policy. Total 
dusiness of the U. L. P. H. increased from $715,156 in 
he year ending June 30, 1940, to $759,687 in the last 
rear. Net profit declined from $52,542 to $39,044. Largest 
tem of increased expenditure accounting for lessened 
orofit was cost of labor, which went up $20,372 in the 
year. 

. Operating profits of the Publication House must be 
cept up to a reasonable level. One-fourth of these funds 
wre earmarked by action of the U. L. C. for the depart- 
nent of promotion. The sum of $11,951.31 was paid last 
rear toward the work of the Parish and Church School 


ung Awards Announced 

A notable biography of Father Heyer, written 
xy the Rev. E. Theodore Bachmann, was awarded the 
irst prize of $500 in the Rung Contest by the Board of 
ublication. Mr. Bachmann, in receiving the award, out- 
ined the extensive preparation he made for writing the 
90k, including graduate study of American history at 
darvard University. 
Second prize of $250 was awarded to the Rev. Edward 

Horn, III: A plan for a 1942 Rung Award contest 

was adopted. The subject is “Hymns and Hymn Tunes.” 
Contestants will be allowed freedom in the manner in 
they treat the subject, although all manuscripts 
are to be of a popular nature which will appeal to 
r readers. 


. The U. L. P. H. has changed its location to 
Avenue and Smithfield Street, in the heart of the 
7. An attractive book store has been opened, and a 


'] 


U.L.C. A. Board of Publication Deals with Current Problems of 


By G. ELSON RUFF 


chapel provided for meetings of Lutheran groups. Space 
has been sub-let for offices of the Pittsburgh Synod, an 
appreciated convenience. 

Two old buildings adjoining the Muhlenberg Building 
in Philadelphia have been acquired, and are scheduled 
for demolition in the near future. A parking lot for 
patrons and employees of the Publication House will be 
provided on this site. 


The Idea 

First issue of a periodical to be sent to all U. L. C. A. 
pastors, entitled The Idea, was distributed at the board 
meeting. This eight-page publication provides current 
information regarding plans of the Publication House, as 
well as brief articles on church administration, new 
books, etc. The Idea will be published every two months. 

Plans are advancing rapidly for setting up an inter- 
denominational religious film service, Mr. Walker re- 
ported. Catalogs of recommended films will be provided. 
Central points are being selected for storage of these 
films, which will be ordered from participating denom- 
inational publishing houses. 

The Church Bulletin service, which has experienced 
a phenomenal growth in circulation from 55,000 copies 
a week last September to 150,000 a week at present, was 
discussed by the board, and plans for further develop- 
ment of the service were adopted. 


Representative at Centennial 
Dr. S. W. Herman, president of the board, was se- 
lected as the official representative to take part in the 
centenary celebration of the India Mission. Mr. Myron 
Shimer of Philadelphia was elected chairman of the 
finance committee as successor to the late Henry Heuer. 
In the year ending June 30 the following number of 
copies of publications have been issued by the U. L. 
P. H.— 
New books—239,793 
Reprint books—210,490 
New pamphlets—227,333 
Reprint pamphlets—172,000 
Catalogs—38,345 
Periodicals—Weekly, 131,300; monthly, 718,300; quar- 
terly, 370,317 
Christian Life Course, quarterly books, 803,878 
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A Mystical Union 


Scripture Reveals Relationship of Believers to God in Christ 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
John 15: 1-10. The Sunday School Lesson for November 16 


Tue parable of the vine and the 
branches, which is the printed text 
supplied the senior departments of our 
Sunday schools for their study on No- 
vember 16, is one of those comparisons 
made by our Lord where a most fa- 
miliar contact of the Jews of His day 
was used. Vineyards are said to have 
been among the most noticeable forms 
of cultivation in the Palestine of our 
Lord’s day. Most of the scholars who 
write concerning this fifteenth chapter 
of St. John’s Gospel suggest that the 
group of apostles had followed Jesus 
away from the Upper Room (Judas 
excepted) to go to the Mount of Olives. 
On the way they passed a vineyard, 
and this led Jesus to indicate by the 
parable of the vine what should be the 
relationship of believers and Himself 
in the dispensation which He had come 
to establish upon the earth. 


God’s Will Placed First 


In times when there is a temptation 
to spread the principles of religion un- 
til they become a thin covering for 
almost any kind of a belief in things 
spiritual, it is well to remember that 
our Lord Jesus kept constantly in His 
own mind, and repeatedly transmitted 
to His followers, the fact that He had 
been sent to do the work which was in 
process of being performed. This mis- 
sion of Jesus is sometimes thought of 
as a stream of influences which flowed 
forth from His ministry. If one is to 
employ that comparison, he must keep 
in mind that the channel is determined 
aforetime by God and not by the will 
of men: not even by insistent and re- 
peatedly felt desires of men as they 
are exposed to temptations and to the 
sufferings which are characteristic of 
this world. Jesus, in almost the last 
words that He spoke, while assuring 
His disciples that despite the happen- 
ings of the morrow they would be near 
to Him, bade them remember that God 
is the husbandman in this vineyard in 
which He, the Son, is the vine and they 
the branches. 


Nothing Without Me 

Jesus was just as insistent that noth- 
ing belonging .to the kingdom which 
He came to establish could be accom- 
plished without Him as He was em- 
phatic in His declarations that He Him- 
self could do nothing without the 
Father. A first inference from this most 
significant of parables lies in the dec- 
laration of Jesus, “Without me ye can 


do nothing.” But this is not a threat: 
it is rather a revelation of that unique 
arrangement by which it was possible 
to create among men a company whose 
ties of fraternity are spiritual and not 
material—in no way occasioned by 
civic, industrial, and social environ- 
ments. The parable indicates the high 
level on which this revelation of Jesus 
places the communion of saints. “God 
is a Spirit,” our Lord told the Samaritan 
woman, and “they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in 
truth,” he continued. “Flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God,” 
which is spiritual, is another declara- 
tion of our Bible. “Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God,” is 
also part of the same revelation. 

The basic intent of all of these state- 
ments, and the primary content of the 
parable of the vine and the branches, 
are to inform the disciples and those to 
whom they would proclaim our Lord’s 
Gospel that by relationship to Him 
Who is the glorified and ascended Lord, 
they would become related to God and 
to each other by those mystical spir- 
itual influences which the Holy Spirit 
is commissioned to employ, over which 
God watches, and to establish which 
our Lord’s incarnate ministry was per- 
formed. 


A Mystical Union 


Those who chose the first ten verses 
of the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel 
of St. John as the Sunday school lesson 
for November 16 added numerous ref- 
erences to excerpts from the epistles 
where this spiritual relationship is em- 
phasized. According to our Lutheran 
doctrine we have given this relation- 
ship a special title; we call it the mys- 
tical union. 

One definition which can be quoted 
with approval from the volume on 
Christian Dogmatics, by John Theo- 
dore Mueller, reads: “Justification (by 
faith) effects the mystical union, by 
which the Holy Trinity, in particular 
the Holy Spirit, dwells in the believer. 
The mystical union is a peculiar in- 
dwelling, which is distinct from God’s 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
November 10-16 


Union with Christ. John 15: 1-10. 
One Body in Christ. Romans 12: 1-8. 
One Spirit in Christ. Ephesians 4: 1-7. 
. Having the Mind of Christ. Phil. 2: 1-11. 
Alive with Christ. Ephesians 2: 13-22. 
. Members of Christ. Corinthians 6: 15-20. 
Partakers of the Divine Nature. II Peter 


1: 1-8. 
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general presence with all creatures, 
since God dwells essentially in the be- 
liever.” Dr. Mueller guards against a 
false interpretation of this indwelling 
by adding to the above: “Yet it is not 
a pantheistic transformation of the es- 
sence of the believer into the essence 
of God. It is the result of justification, 
not the cause of it.” 

Henry Eyster Jacobs, in his Sum- 
mary of the Christian Faith, writes in 
answer to the question, What else does 
faith receive besides the righteousness 
of Christ and the gifts which it has pur- 
chased?—‘“Faith receives Christ Him- 
self Who dwells in a peculiar way in 
every regenerate and justified soul.” 
Dr. Jacobs devotes considerable space 
in his book to guarding this relation- 
ship from misinterpretations. He says: 
“It does not mean that the influence or 
the power or the gifts of Christ live in 
the believer, as a parent lives in a child, 
or a great teacher in his followers.” He 
adds: “The power and gifts are there, 
because of the presence of Christ Him- 
self, pervading the entire life of the 
believer.” 

It can be further understood that the 
domain of the mystical union is that 
concerning which St. Paul wrote when 
he said, “For now we see through a 
glass, darkly .. . now I know in part.” 
Quite reverently we read and apply as 
far as possible to the depths of our 
devotional meditations such portions of 
the Bible as imply this indwelling pres- 
ence of our Lord. Since in this life we 
cannot ascend to God, so as to be pres- 
ent with Him, but as long as this life 
lasts, ‘we are absent from the Lord,’ 
God, of His immense kindness, descends 
to us, and comes to us, i. e., the highest 
majesty comes to the most abject vile- 
ness, heaven to earth, the Creator to 
the creature, the Lord to the servant. 
What love for man! ‘Lord, what is man 
that thou art mindful of him, or the 
son of man that thou visitest him?’” 
(Henry E. Jacobs.) 

Like other deeply spiritual influences, 
there are periods in which the church 
itself seems to neglect the proper con- 
sideration of the purely spiritual priv- 
ileges which their regeneration and 
justification confer upon its members. 
It is in such times that we have the 
mechanical, sometimes titled dogmatic, 
phases of religious activities. In the 
effort to keep within the realm of what 
is human, we deny ourselves the priv- 
ileges of admitting our Lord within that 
human circle. Where such overempha- 
sis on the practical reaches an extreme, 
there is a counteraction set up by men 
and women who are endowed with 
great faculties of meditation. A most 
recent illustration of this effort toward 
correction is the so-called Oxford 
Group Movement of which much was 
heard until the war interrupted its 
presentation. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


Finding God in Jesus 
Christ 


Hebrews 1: 1-3 


“Tue heavens declare the glory of 
God and the firmament showeth his 
handiwork.” Certainly God reveals 
Himself in the universe. He wrote the 
Book of Nature before He wrote the 
Book of Revelation. 

Year by year men have learned more 
and more about the laws of the uni- 
verse and have adapted them to their 
own purposes. God made man to be 
the master of the world. Scientists and 
discoverers are partners with God in 
realizing this mastery. The tragedy is 
that after securing so much power, man 
has dedicated it to his own destruction. 

If God had given no clearer revela- 
tion than the universe, we never would 
have known Him. The psalmist read 
the ‘glory of God in the heavens be- 
cause of the inspiration of God’s spirit. 
The heathen found their gods in the 
universe and gave them their own vices 
as well as their own virtues. One fam- 
ily of man was then called to become 
the medium of revelation, and the chil- 
dren of Abraham were given God’s spe- 
cial help, His grace, in order that they 
might know Him. 


The Cradle of Christ 

Special favor is likely to spoil the 
favored. In some measure this is what 
happened to the Hebrew race. They 
were especially blessed and came to 
think that they were being blessed for 
their own sakes. Instead they were 
being prepared for the final revelation 
of God to man. In their religious rites, 
in the smoke arising from their altars, 
in the hallelujahs of their great choirs, 
in the fanfare of their massed bands of 
ram’s horn trumpets, in the eloquent 
messages of their prophets, in the spe- 
cial protection of their nation against 
their enemies, in all the story of God’s 
dealing with Israel recorded in the Old 
Testament God was revealing Himself. 

The coming of a Messiah was the 
hope in every sincere Hebrew heart. 
During each century more of God’s 
character was revealed to the nation. 
And yet the world was not ready for 
His highest revelation. God was still 
thought of in terms of His justice and 
might, rather than His Fatherhood. Sir 
Walter Scott had a little friend called 
Pet Marjorie. She stood by as the story 
was read of Daniel’s three friends for 
whom the fiery furnace was prepared. 


In retribution the evil men who plotted 
against the conscientious young men 
were cast into the furnace and with 
them their wives and children. The lit- 
tle girl looked horrified for a moment 
and then her face cleared as she said, 
“But Jesus had not come then to teach 
them to be merciful.” 


Christ the Fulfillment 

The writer of the epistle to the He- 
brews had no doubt of the continuous 
character of revelation. It is a contin- 
uous voice that speaks through the 
Bible, one never broken. The prophets 
have their messages for the ages in 
which they live, and the leaders of 
Israel have their immediate respon- 
sibility for the good of their people. 
But the whole Old Testament is look- 
ing forward to One Who is to come. If 
the people of Jesus’ day could not see 
this clearly, we must not be too critical. 
They were so close to all that was hap- 
pening. They were born with so many 
prejudices as to the material character 
of the coming kingdom. But we can 
look with the perspective of the cen- 
turies. The whole story is before us in 
the New as well as the Old Testament. 

Matthew Arnold wrote of “the stream 
of tendency.” We can see that stream 
if we place Christ against the back- 
ground of Old Testament history. The 
men who passed across the stage of 
sacred history did not realize how they 
were taking divinely appointed places 
in the drama of salvation. Our study 
of the Old Testament makes it possible 
to see just what part they played. We 
see the Old by the light of the New. 


Christ is God 

The epistle to the Hebrews is full of 
evidences that the writer believed that 
Christ was God. Listen, “God, having 
of old’time spoken unto the fathers in 
the prophets by divers portions and in 
divers manners, hath at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in his Son whom 
he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also he made the worlds.” These 
are the first two verses of Hebrews, and 
the third continues the claims of 
Christ’s deity. If we go back to the 
first verses of John’s gospel we hear 
the same testimony, “All things were 
made by Him and without Him was 
not anything made that was made.” 
Such a statement could not be made 
by a Jew without claiming deity. To 
the good Jew “He that built all things 
is God.” 

From the very beginning Christian 
worship has been directed to Christ 


without any apology. The heresy that 
Jesus was only the highest type of hu- 
manity never attracted a large follow- 
ing in the Christian church. If we make 
Christ less than God we might as well 
discard our Bibles. 


What Christ Reveals 

Someone tells a story of the first 
World War. A chaplain conducting a 
service in France had a Jewish rabbi 
in the congregation. He preached a 
simple Christian message. After the 
service the Jew came to speak to him, 
bringing a soldier of his own race with 
him. After a few words of appreciation, 
the soldier asked the rabbi where he 
thought the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment pointed. “Were they not fulfilled 
in Christ?” The rabbi answered, “No, 
the Messiah has not yet come, but will 
come in God’s good time.” Then re- 
plied the soldier, “Well, what will He 
have on Jesus when He does come?” 
And the rabbi had no answer. “Who 
convinceth me of sin?” was the chal- 
lenge of Jesus, a challenge that still 
stands. 

What could we want in God that we 
do not find in Christ? What more 
would we want to know about the 
Father than we can learn through 
Christ? Does the soul require any 
more perfect assurance than is found 
in “The Little Gospel,” “God so loved 
the world that he sent his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish but have everlasting 
life’’? 

See Jesus in His gentle ways with 
sinners! See His patience with His own 
followers, so slow of understanding! 
See His stern judgment of wilful sin! 
See His grace and love on the cross! 
See Him victor over the tomb! In all 
that we see in Jesus, we see what God 
is like. “He that hath seen me, hath 
seen the Father that sent me.” 

Richard Watson Gilder wrote stirring 
lines that interpret the place of Jesus 
Christ in our hearts: 


“If Jesus Christ is a man, 
And only a man, I say 
That of all mankind I will cleave to 
Him, 
And to Him I will cleave alway. 
“But if Jesus Christ is a God, 
And only a God, I swear 
I will follow Him through heaven and 
hell, 


Through earth, the sea and the air!” 
* * * 


* 

To Leapers: Topic date, November 
16. Next topic, Finding God in the 
World of Men. 
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Student Activities in the U.L.C. A. 


CHEMISTRY BUILDING 
DEDICATED AT ROANOKE 
COLLEGE 


Wir two leading men in the field of 
chemistry as the speakers, Roanoke 
College at Salem, Va., formally ded- 
icated the new $75,000 Chemistry 
Building October 22. 

The occupation of this modern struc- 
ture as the fall session opened was 
symbolic of the expansion which the 
school has seen in the 100 years of its 
life. The centennial of the college will 
be celebrated next spring. 

Dr. William T. Sanger, president of 
the Medical College of Virginia in 
Richmond, and Dr. James S. Guy, pro- 
fessor of chemistry at Emory Univer- 
sity in Atlanta, Ga. addressed the 
gathering at a banquet at the Hotel 
Roanoke which followed the presenta- 
tion ceremonies on the campus. 

With Dr. Charles J. Smith, president 
of the college, presiding, presentation 
ceremonies were held on the campus. 
Henry M. Lucas, donor of the building, 
formally presented the structure, which 
was accepted by R. M. Calfee in the 
name of the Board of Trustees. 

Another new structure, a $50,000 
Women’s Dormitory, was completed 
during the summer and is now housing 
forty girls on the campus. 


HARTWICK COLLEGE, 
ONEONTA, NEW YORK 


Dr. J. Hiti1s Miuter, Associate Com- 
missioner of Education of the State of 
New York, at the fourteenth convoca- 
tion of Hartwick College September 24, 
told the students that they were faced 
by the greatest repair job in history. 
“Stark futility,” said the speaker, “will 
continue to face all who presume to 
speak to youth in totalitarian states un- 
til the voices of dictators are silenced.” 

President H. J. Arnold announced a 
bequest of $5,000 from Miss Alida M. 
Van Alstyne of Binghamton, N. Y., to 
be used for endowed scholarships. Miss 
Van Alstyne is a member of the Lu- 
theran Church of the Redeemer. 

A special meeting of the Board of 
Trustees was held October 1. Dr. 
Chrisenberry A. Ritchie presided in the 
absence of Judge Abraham L. Kellogg 
of Oneonta, who was unable to attend 
because of illness. Three architects 
presented plans to the Board for the 
new Religion and Arts Building. Pres- 
ident Arnold announced to the Board 
that the college had been the recipient 
of a $1,000 gift from Henry H. Buckley 
of Cathedral Farms, Oneonta. The sum 
will be used as a scholarship fund. 

Memorial dedication exercises for the 
new electric organ in the chapel took 


place October 12. The organ is the gift 
of Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Fox, the parents 
of the late Harry Emerson Fox of 
Johnstown, N. Y. President Arnold de- 
livered the dedicatory address. Dr. 
Andrew W. Dillenbeck and a quartet 
from St. Mark’s Church in Johnstown, 
were on the program. 


WAGNER COLLEGE 

Wirt 103 students registered to date, 
Wagner College, Staten Island, N. Y., 
has attained the highest total enroll- 
ment in her history, according to an 
announcement made by Dr. Clarence 
C. Stoughton, president. The total en- 
rollment is now 295 students. 

These new statistics are contrary to 
the expectations of college heads all 
over the country, who predicted a 15 
per cent decrease in registration be- 
cause of vacancies caused by selective 
service and increased employment op- 
portunities. 

The new students, including 67 men 
and 36 women, began their college 
careers by taking part in the second an- 
nual Freshman Week program under 
the direction of Dr. Bertha Paulssen, 
professor of social sciences. 

Three new members, nominated to 
the Wagner Board of Trustees by the 
trustees themselves, were approved at 
the convention of the United Synod of 
New York in June. They are Miss 
Ellen Horrmann and Mr. John Kohout 
of Staten Island, and Dr. John Fleck 
of Buffalo. 

Miss Horrmann and Mr. Kohout have 
long been identified with Island com- 
munity activities, and Dr. Fleck is pas- 
tor of the Parkside Lutheran Church 
in Buffalo. 

Two honorary degrees will be con- 
ferred by President Stoughton at the 
Fall Convocation to be held at the col- 
lege November 11. The Rev. Harold S. 
Miller, pastor of the Church of the In- 
carnation, Brooklyn, N. Y., will receive 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He 
has served for several years as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Social Missions of 
the United Lutheran Church and also 
of the Board of Trustees of Wagner 
College. The Hon. Ellsworth B. Buck, 
vice-president of the Board of Educa- 
tion of New York City and chairman 
of its Budget Committee, will receive 
the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

The convocation ceremonies will in- 
clude the dedication of the new Wo- 
man’s Cottage. The housemother of this 
dormitory is Mrs. Clara M. Haas, widow 
of the late Dr. George C. F. Haas, pro- 
fessor of French and German at Wag- 
ner from 1918 to 1926. 

Among the gifts recently received by 
the college are a parcel of land adjoin- 


ing the campus, presented by Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip Berolzheimer of Man- 
hattan; a $2,000 scholarship for minis- 
terial students from Miss Lillian Seel 
of Buffalo; a record library containing 
1,000 records by world-famed compos- 
ers from Mr. Virgil Markham, author, 
of New York City; and nearly 1,000 
books from the library of Julius F. 
Seebach, D.D., of Merion, Pa. Included 
in this collection are volumes on the 
history and philosophy of religion and 
a number of pamphlets and tracts. 


MARION COLLEGE 


THE 1941-42 session opened with the 
freshman orientation program under 
the direction of Mrs. R. L. Anderson, 
head of the English Department. Lec- 
tures were given by faculty members 
on “How to Study,” “The Use of the 
Library,” “Note Taking,” and similar 
topics. Mrs. A. B. Hounshell, president 
of the Alumnae Association, welcomed 
the new girls, and President Hugh J. 
Rhyne and Dean May Scherer ad- 
dressed the group on the aims, pur- 
poses and ideals of Marion College. 

The seniors registered September 17, 
and the formal opening was held Thurs- 
day morning. The guest speaker was 
Dr. Leland Foster Wood of New York 
City, who spoke on “College and Our 
Future Homes.” 

The total enrollment is 140. Two 
new teachers were added to the fac- 
ulty: Miss Ruth Creighton from Iowa 
has charge of the physical education 
department and has some pupils in the 
piano department. Miss Mary Lucille 
Johnston of Grove City, Pa., has been 
added to the business department. 

Three new courses will be offered 
this year: Art Appreciation, History of 
Music, and Spanish. 

Mrs. J. P. Killinger, treasurer of the 
Memorial Organ Fund, reports contri- 
butions totaling $825. It is hoped that 
the fund, which is being sponsored by 
the alumnae, will be completed in time 
for the dedication of the organ Feb- 
ruary 7, Founder’s Day. 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


At the annual meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of Susquehanna University 
held October 7 on the campus at Selins- 
grove, Pa., seven trustees were elected 
to the Board as follows: Samuel J. - 
Johnston, Bloomsburg; I. A. Shaffer, 
Jr., Lock Haven; the Rev. L. Stoy 
Spangler, Newport; Charles A. Nicely, 
Watsontown; the Rev. B. A. Peters, 
Altoona; and F. E. Ehrenfeld, Phillips- 
burg;. and Marion S. Schoch, Selins- 
grove. Mr. Schoch was nominated to 
the Board by the Alumni Association. 

The main business of the meeting 
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was the promotion by the trustees of 
the eighty-fifth Anniversary Fund, 
which is being conducted now and will 
end officially November 15. The trus- 
tees were gratified with the progress 
being made in their objective of 
$200,000 for a new classroom building 
and additional endowment. Subscrip- 
tions to the fund from trustees and fac- 
ulty have been generous and alumni 
are now conducting their campaign 
through eighteen regional units. 

In his annual report, President. G. 
Morris Smith spoke of Christian higher 
education as a defense necessity. He 
emphasized the fact that while men to- 
day are engaged in the destructive 
activities of war, the goal of Christian 
higher education is to build and to con- 
struct. The nations need to win back 
the power to think straight, to talk 
truthfully, and to live humbly. Dr. 
Smith also spoke of the intellectual 
activities of the faculty as represented 
by their attendance at the graduate 
schools and their publication of an an- 
nual journal called The Susquehanna 
University Studies which is made up of 
original articles and research experi- 
ments engaged in by the faculty and 
students of the university. 

In referring to the religious empha- 
sis at Susquehanna, President Smith 
emphasized that not only the minds of 
youth but their hearts and souls must 
be stirred to unselfish action. To ac- 
complish this, there are the morning 
chapel services, the weekday meetings 
of the Student Christian Association, 
the Sunday Vespers in the college 
chapel, and attendance upon the church 
services of the community. 

Announcement was made of several 
gifts and bequests. Also, it was gratify- 
ing to note that the institution managed 
its affairs again on a balanced budget 
and reduced its indebtedness, which is 
relatively small, and added to its en- 
dowment. President Smith submitted 
the annual reports of the Dean of the 
College, Dean of Women, and the 
Librarian. The auditors’ report shows 
an increasingly strong financial posi- 
tion. H. VERNON BLovucH. 


GETTYSBURG SEMINARY 


Tue Lutheran Theological Seminary 
at Gettysburg opened its 116th year 
September 30, having suffered the de- 
lay of three weeks requested by the 
State Department of Health of schools 
in the central part of Pennsylvania. 

The opening service was conducted 
by the president, Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz. The sermon was delivered by 
Dr. John Aberly, retired president and 
professor emeritus. A junior class of 
twenty-two members was welcomed to 
the Seminary. These, with the addition 
of several men who have joined the 
upper classes, bring the total student 
body of residents to seventy. In addi- 


tion, four members of the middle class 
of last year are absent from the sem- 
inary doing a year of interneship: Mr. 
Cedric Tilberg is serving at Keller 
Memorial Church, Washington, D. C.; 
Mr. Arthur Boyer, at the First Church, 
Johnstown, Pa.; Mr. George Felder, at 
St. John’s, Salina, Kan.; and Mr. Wil- 
liam Schaeffer, at St. Paul’s, Washing- 
ton, D.C. Forty post-graduates are en- 
rolled, with registrations still coming in. 

The work this year has begun on a 
new level of scholarship in consequence 
of action of the Board of Directors de- 
creeing that those who henceforth grad- 
uate from the institution shall be 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity. It is recognized that gradua- 
tion shall be possible only for students 
doing a grade of work meriting the 
awarding of the degree. 

The seminary begins this year with 
improved physical equipment. The 
number of classrooms in the Adminis- 
tration Building has been increased by 
fifty per cent. A private consultation 
room has been provided for each pro- 
fessor where he may meet his students 
in individual conference. The second 
and third floors of the building have 
undergone a thorough renovation. 


STUDENT WORK AT OHIO 
STATE UNIVERSITY 


LuTHERAN student work at Ohio 
State University, Columbus, got off to 
a good start the first week in October, 
in a co-operative ministry under the 
Luther Foundation, with Indianola and 
St. Luke’s Churches, Pastors E. R. 
Walborn (United Lutheran) and P. E. 
Bierstedt (American Lutheran), serv- 
ing at the campus, and the Lutheran 
Students’ Association enlisting the en- 
tire Lutheran student membership, of 
potentially 700, in support of the 
church’s services and a program of 
forums and social meetings.. 

Miss Mary Beth Kuhn, an honor 
graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne College, 
Hickory, N. C., last June, is the new 
director of Lutheran student activities, 
selected by the Foundation to be its 
secretary-fellow with part time in 
graduate work and part time in the 
service of student work. October 7 two 
dozen seminarians from Capital Sem- 
inary, Columbus, and Hamma Divinity 
School, Springfield, went out in mass 
visiting to cover over three hundred 
calls in one evening, to extend the wel- 
come and good will of the campus 
churches and the LSA, and to secure 
information for the further services of 
the pastors to students. 

The work among the Lutheran stu- 
dents includes, besides pastoral atten- 
tion and interviews, Bible study and 
congregational worship, student con- 
ducted forums and speaker meetings, 
together with ample provision for social 
fellowship and recreational meetings. 
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Pastor for Students 
at Pennsylvania 


State College 


Tue Rev. Edwerth E. Korte became 
the pastor for Lutheran students at 
Pennsylvania State College, State Col- 
lege, Pa., September 1. He was jointly 
called by the Board of Education of the 
United Lutheran Church and the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, on whose ter- 
ritory the college is located. 

For the past twenty years John F. 
Harkins, D.D., pastor of Grace Church, 
State College, has served as Lutheran 


(Left to right) H. W. Miller, D.D., 
president of the Council; Student 
Pastor Edwerth E. Korte; and John 
F. Harkins, D.D., secretary of the 
Council and pastor of Grace Church 


student pastor. Pastor Korte’s coming 
is the beginning of a new era in Lu- 
theran student work in this large edu- 
cational center. He will minister to the 
800 Lutheran students of the college. 
Headquarters are in Grace Church, 
situated strategically at the corner of 
the college campus. Dr. Harkins will 
continue to serve the strong congrega- 
tion of Grace Church. 

The work among the Lutheran stu- 
dents will be administered by a council 
composed of five members—two rep- 
resentatives from the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod, Dr. H. W. Miller of 
Williamsport and Mr. H. L. Minsker 
of Huntingdon; two from the Board of 
Education, Dr. Stanley Billheimer of 
Palmyra, Dr. A. M. Weaver, superin- 
tendent of schools in Williamsport, and 
Dr. John F. Harkins. The council has 
organized with Dr. H. W. Miller, pres- 
ident; Dr. John F. Harkins, secretary; 
and Mr. H. L. Minsker, treasurer. 

Since graduation from Gettysburg 
College and Gettysburg Seminary, Pas- 
tor Korte served one year as assistant 
pastor of Zion Church, Sunbury, Pa., 
and four years as pastor of the parish 
at Snydertown, Pa. He and his family 
have been graciously received at State 
College, and his work has begun well. 

Dr. Gould Wickey, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Education, and Dr. 
M. R. Hamsher, president of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, conducted the 
service of installation October 31. 
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CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP GROUPS ACTIVE 


The Lutheran Women’s League of 
Tuscarawas County, embracing a score 
of churches, held its fall meeting in the 
Shanesville Church, October 17. F. B. 
Hax, D.D., of the American Lutheran 
Church, Massillon, was the speaker for 
the occasion. 

The Shanesville church recently hon- 
ored, at a morning service, its twenty- 
one young people who are in high 
school and college. This church has 
just installed a new heating plant and 
redecorated its building. 


October 5-19 Zion Church, Adams- 
ville, the Rev. K. J. Bishop pastor, cele- 
brated its one hundredth anniversary 
with appropriate services. Among the 
speakers were Martin Schroeder, D.D., 
Rural Work secretary of the Board of 
American Missions; the Rev. Dale C. 
Recker, Ira R. Ladd, D.D., and Bruce 
Kreis, a son of the congregation. 


Ministerial and Lay Groups 

The Tuscarawas County Ministers 
and their wives spent a very pleasant 
neighborly day with Dr. and Mrs. E. P. 
Scharf in the Baltic parsonage October 
6. An informal program was given 
under the guidance of Pastor Foust of 
Newcomerstown, dealing with the re- 
lation of the auxiliaries to the church. 
A covered dish dinner was served at 
noon. During the latter half of October 
Pastor and Mrs. Scharf are vacation- 
ing in Pittsburgh and the South. In 
Nashville, Tenn., they will attend the 
seventh annual gathering of the Rural 
Christian Fellowship Association, which 
will be held in the George Peabody 
College for Teachers. 


A new set-up has been effected in 
the Synod of Ohio with reference to 
summer school training work. The set- 
up is in accord with the recent action 
of the synod, which named a committee 
on summer schools. The chairman is 
the Rev. H. L. Gilbert of Mansfield. 
The committee has been given charge 
of all summer training work pro- 
moted by the synod dealing with both 
youth and adults—such as will be car- 
ried on at Lakeside and the newly es- 
tablished Boys’ Camp near Mansfield. 


Holmes County churches are plan- 
ning to conduct a School for Christian 
Workers in Millersburg from Novem- 
ber 5 to December 10. The purpose 
of the school is to “afford an oppor- 
tunity for improving personal abilities 
applied to the work of church school 
teachers and officers.” Courses offered 
Wednesday evenings are: “Planning 
and Leading Group Worship,” “Teach- 
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ing Children in the Small Church,” 
“How Came the Bible,” “Guidance in 
Christian Home-making.” A reference 
library dealing with courses used will 
be available to those registered in the 
school. 


Young People’s Camps 

The Committee of Religious Educa- 
tion and Young People’s Work dedi- 
cated the synodical Lutheran Youth 
Camp, October 5. This camp is on U. S. 
Route 42, between Mansfield and Ash- 
land. 


The Tuscarawas Federation of Lu- 
ther Leagues held its annual banquet 
recently at the Oldtown church. The 
theme of the convention was “Always 
Christ’s Way.” The address was given 
by Sister Havana Amos of Bethany 
Church, Cleveland. 


The Rev. John W. Grohne has begun 
his pastorate at Calvary Church, East 
Cleveland, where he succeeds H. B. 
Ernsberger, D.D., retired. Pastor 
Grohne, since 1936, when he was or- 
dained, has been in charge of St. Paul’s 
Church, Leetonia. 


Fortieth Anniversary 


Christ Church, Cambridge, observed 
its fortieth anniversary September 14. 
The sermon was preached by Ralph 
Harshman, D.D., of Cleveland, son of 
the first regular pastor, the Rev. O. F. 
Harshman. At the afternoon service 
a short history with the list of charter 
members was given by Mrs. Mary 
Alderman, herself a charter member. 
A national and a Christian flag were 
presented to the congregation, and the 
young people of the church presented 
the pageant, “Christ in America.” This 
congregation was organized with 
twenty-five charter members Septem- 
ber 8, 1901, under the guidance of the 
late William Hesse, D.D., at that time 
pastor of the Pleasant City charge. The 
church now has a membership of 284 
with a Sunday school of 200. The first 
building was erected at a cost of $1,800. 
In 1914 a new and commodious build- 
ing was dedicated, and in 1923 the par- 
sonage was added. The property is 
valued at $46,000. A. M. Himes, D.D., 
ordained in 1907, is the pastor. Dr. 
Himes has spent the major part of his 
ministry in Cambridge and has wrought 
a lasting service there. 


The quarterly meeting of the Broth- 
erhood of the Stone Creek Parish was 
recently held in the newly-decorated 
Evans Creek church. The speaker was 
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Mr. George L. Rinkliff, treasurer of the 
Synod of Ohio. The Stone Creek Par- 
ish consists of five congregations—Bal- 
tic, Burkhart, Chili, Evans Creek, and 
Stone Creek. Edwin P. Scharf, D.D., 
is the pastor. 


In these days of higher living costs, 
higher faculty salaries, decreased en- 
rollments and the budget problem will 
compel students of at least eight Ohio 
colleges to dig a little deeper into their 
cash reserves for the 1941-42 school 
year. While most Buckeye colleges will 
keep fee, tuition, and board costs at 
present levels, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity’s medical school has raised its 
charges $100 a year, Heidelberg has 
raised its costs $25 to meet higher fac- 
ulty salaries, the University of Cin- 
cinnati a $15 increase due to the na- 
tional emergency, John Carroll and 
Hiram $20 and $30 respectively for 
rising food costs. Wooster added $25 to 
aid in balancing its budget. 


The estate of the late Rebecca E. 
Weidner of New Philadelphia has been 
left to our church at Tuscarawas. The 
funds are to be invested and the in- 
come used for the upkeep of the church. 


More than 160 men were present at 
the Tuscarawas County Lutheran Men’s 
Picnic at Fort Laurens, Bolivar. Ball 
games, horseshoe pitching, croquet 
were among the entertaining features 
of the occasion. C. A. Peters of Min- 
erva was the speaker. The officers of 
the organization are Ira Surbey, New 
Philadelphia, president; Arthur Wag- 
ner, Dover, vice-president; Luke 
Warnes, Strasburg, secretary; Virgil 
Bucher, Stone Creek, treasurer. 


A new marriage law went into effect 
in Ohio August 18. Designed as a social 
hygiene measure it requires applicants 
for a marriage license to present to the 
Probate Court a physician’s statement 
showing that they are not infected with 
venereal diseases in a communicable 
form. Blood tests are required not less 
than five nor more than thirty days 
before a license is desired. Twenty 
states now have some such law. 


Community Leadership Training 
Schools are being given new emphasis 
this fall in Ohio, and our Lutheran 
men and women are having a share in 
this work. In the New Philadelphia 
school “Methods and Materials in Edu- 
cating Adults” is being presented by 
Pastor Walden M. Holl. Sister Grace 
Boehling is on the Board of Adminis- 
tration. Beech City has established a 
class in Religious Education in connec- 
tion with its high school. Three courses 
are offered — “The Old Testament,” 
“The New Testament,” and “How to 
Use the Bible.” The latter course is 
in charge of Pastor Schofer, who has 
charge of our church there. 
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Midwest Whscellanies 


‘ TYPICAL RURAL CHURCH HOST TO CONFERENCE 
Silver Jubilee of Women’s Missionary Work 


SrrETcHING in the distribution of its 
congregations over a territory of more 
than 400 miles, east and west, the 
Southern Conference of Midwest Synod 
met in annual convention early in Sep- 
tember at St. John’s Church near Ster- 
ling, Nebr., the Rev. Paul Waldschmidt 
pastor. Ideally located on top of a hill 
two miles south of town, St. John’s is 
a typical country church, so typical 
indeed that a passing magazine cover 
artist has chosen it for his November 
(Thanksgiving) subject for his nation- 
ally read periodical. The grounds pre- 
sent a very pleasing sight, having been 
subjected for a number of years to a 
pastor with a penchant for landscaping, 
planting trees and tending flowers; all 
the buildings, well painted, fitting beau- 
tifully into the picture of rock gardens 
and trellis work. In such surroundings 
the men of the conference convened 
for inspiration, instruction, and debate. 
A Communion Service opened the 
three-day meeting. President Wald- 
schmidt preached in German and Sec- 
retary G. W. Wiencke, Jr., Th.D., in 
English. The elections resulted in re- 
turning to office every one of the in- 
cumbents except the treasurer, who 
now holds a synodical office: P. Wald- 
schmidt, president; G. K. Wienke, Jr., 
Th.D., Northboro, Iowa, secretary; and 
Victor Moeller, Falls City, Nebr., treas- 
urer. 

A paper on “The Antichrist,” by the 
Rev. Henry A. Teckhaus, Th.D., of 
Otoe, Nebr., in the light of recent his- 
tory, evoked considerable discussion 
without reaching an agreement. Pas- 
tor Victor Pietzko of Ohiowa was in 
charge of the discussion. An exegesis 
of Ephesians 6: 10-20, “The Christian’s 
Spiritual Weapons,” was read by Pas- 
tor Moeller and Pastor A. B. J. Lentz 
of Cedar Creek, Nebr., was the leader 
in the analysis. Next year’s lectures 
will deal with the practical aspects of 
Stewardship and Standards and Prac- 
tices in the Rite of Confirmation. In 
addition to the devotions led by the 
conference chaplain, Pastor G. K. 
Wienke, Sr., or Auburn, sermons were 
delivered by Pastor J. Goemmel of 
Sutton and Dr. F. C. Schuldt of Hast- 
ings. A ministerial quartet consisting 
of Pastors Teckhaus, Moeller, Hansen 
and Waldschmidt, in addition to the 
congregational choir, helped much in 
the edification of the worshipers. 

On the Sunday following the confer- 
ence, St. John’s congregation observed 
their annual mission festival. Special 
speakers for the day were Pastors G. K. 
Wienke, Sr. of Auburn, Martin 
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Schroeder of Lincoln, and the son of 
the parsonage, Paul Waldschmidt, Jr., 
student at Northwestern Seminary, 
Minneapolis, Minn. The day’s special 
offering of this none too large congre- 
gation amounted to $75. 


St. Paul’s Congregation, six miles 
northwest of Hooper, Nebr., has 
achieved a long cherished objective by 
adding a basement to the church at a 
cost of $4,000. The dedication of the 
commodious room took place Septem- 
ber 7, when the Rev. Hugo Welchert, 
Sr., father of the local pastor, the Rev. 
Hugo Welchert, Jr., assisted in the 
formal setting aside of the new rooms 
for educational and social purposes. 
The former spoke in German; the Rev. 
Lorin J. Wolff, secretary of synod, ad- 
dressed the congregation in English. 

In the afternoon of the same day the 
annual Brotherhood Rally of the 
Northern Conference of Midwest Synod 
took place. Mr. W. F. Kedde, member 
of the executive board of the National 
Brotherhood; Dr. P. W. H. Frederick, 
professor at Western Seminary, Fre- 
mont; and Mr. Fred Walter, Creston, 
Nebr., president of the Midwest Broth- 
erhood, were the speakers. The day 
was one of great rejoicing. 


A Silver Jubilee 

September 11 St. Peter’s Church, 
twelve miles northeast of Falls City, 
Nebr., observed the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the beginning of their 
Women’s Missionary Society. This so- 
ciety is the oldest among the three 
small local groups who two years later 
organized the synodical society, which 
today has grown into a body of 29 local 
organizations representing a total 
membership of 522. To give the day 
emphasis, Dr. and Mrs. Martin 
Schroeder, during whose ministry in 
this congregation the women’s mission- 
ary activities were started, had been 
invited to address the anniversary 
gathering. The church was well filled 
and Pastor and Mrs. Victor Moeller, 
who are now spending their tenth year 
in appreciated service in this tiny, but 
busy country parish, may feel greatly 
pleased over the loyalty that surrounds 
this church, now in its seventieth year 
of existence. 


Pastor Paul Moessner of Resurrec- 
tion Church, Gretna, Nebr., son of one 
of the founders of Midwest Synod, and 
Miss Hedwig Welchert, daughter of 
Pastor Hugo Welchert, Sr., were united 
in holy matrimony at St. Paul’s Church, 
Emerson, Nebr., the bride’s home 
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church, by her father, assisted by her 
uncle, the Rev. Paul Waldschmidt of 
Sterling. 


Dr. and Mrs. Holmes Dysinger of 
Fremont, Nebr., celebrated their fifty- 
fifth wedding anniversary surrounded 
by family and friends September 22. 
Dr. Dysinger is professor emeritus of 
Systematic Theology at Western The- 
ological Seminary, having been on the 
Midland campus since 1905. 


Improving the Enrollment 


A joint church school institute of the 
Nebraska and Midwest Synods was 
held the last week in September at 
First Church, Nebraska City, the Rev. 
Th. Schuldt pastor. The theme of the 
meeting was, “Improving and Increas- 
ing Our Enrollment.” Miss Virginia 
Ziels extended the welcome of the local 
congregation and Miss June Keil of 
Christ Church, Cedar Creek, gave the 
response. The Rev. O. K. Oelke, Lan- 
ham, Kansas, was chaplain. Speakers. 
who approached the convention theme 
from various angles were the Rev. D. L. 
McConnell, Rockport, Mo.; Dr. L. H. 
Lesher, Lincoln, Nebr.; Dr. H. A. Teck- 
haus, Otoe, Nebr.; the Rev. C. H. 
Cordts, Falls City, Nebr.; and Dr. F. C. 
Wiegman, president of Midland Col- 
lege, Fremont, Nebr. The Rev. L. J. 
Wolff of Diller, Nebr., had changed his 
assigned address into a dialogue rep- 
resenting church school members and 
non-church school-goers. Each depart- 
ment was represented. It was a very 
effective demonstration of how to in- 
crease and improve attendance. 

Officers for the joint organization of 
the two synods for the current year 
were elected as follows: John Hutten- 
meier, Diller, Nebr., president; the 
Rev. Theodore Schuldt of Nebraska 
City and the Rev. Carl Goldenstein of 
Hanover, Kan., vice-presidents; Mrs. 
A. Thomsen, Nebraska City, secretary; 
and Mrs. Otto Hansen, Johnson, Nebr., 
treasurer. About eighty church school 
workers were in attendance. Closing 
exercises were in charge of the Rev. 
E. C. Hansen, pastor of St. Matthew’s, 
Johnson, Nebr. 


The Rev. Henry Monnich, till re- 
cently pastor at Schuyler, Nebr., en- 
tered upon his new duties in the 
Lodgepole-Chappell Parish on the first 
Sunday in September. 


The fifty-fifth school year of Mid- 
land College at Fremont, Nebr., opened 
with the largest first-week registration 
in the history of the school. Also for 
the first time in history the girls’ dor- 
mitory, Beegle Hall, cannot hold all of 
the out-of-town co-eds attending the 
college. The band is larger than ever 
and a record number of boarders is 
found in the Commons Club. Total en- 
rollment is 319. 
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ESTABLISHING A MISSION AT SPEEDWAY CITY 


Synod Reaching Toward Goal 


In these days “defense” is more than 
a word that has been thrust into the 
forefront of our thinking; it is an 
actuality that touches our lives in many 
ways. Industrially speaking the “de- 
fense program” has taken a leading 
role in many sections “In Indiana.” 
One such locality is in Speedway City, 
an area on the northwest edge of 
Indianapolis. It is here that national 
attention is focused every Memorial 
Day with the running of the 500-mile 
automobile speedway classic. But now 
Speedway City is the scene of unceas- 
ing activity, for here are located the 
sprawling, bustling, heavily guarded 
plants of the Allison Division of the 
General Motors Corporation. 

Into this rapidly expanding area a 
survey staff of the Board of American 
Missions was sent last spring to can- 
vass the field with the purpose of es- 
tablishing another and stronger defense, 
that of the Gospel and the Church. The 
results were most encouraging. Both 
the synodical Mission Board and the 
Board of American Missions approved 
the field, and by September the Rev. 
Henry Scherer, formerly of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, now serving with the 
Board of American Missions, started 
actual work to establish a mission con- 
gregation. 

After a few weeks of intensive vis- 
itation, the first service was held in the 
theater, rented at a small cost, with 
forty-five in attendance. Materials for 
an altar and pulpit were secured from 
the lumber company for a few dollars, 
and at this first service these furnish- 
ings were in use. Pastor Scherer con- 
ducts an instruction class three eve- 
nings of each week in the home of one 
of the Lutheran families in the com- 
munity. St. Mark’s Church, in Indian- 
apolis, has “loaned” one of its choirs 
to assist in the services which are held 
in the theater every Sunday morning. 
The outlook is most promising that 
soon a flourishing mission congrega- 
tion will be established. 


The Conferences 


The three conferences of the synod 
held conventions in September on suc- 
cessive days from the 15th through the 
18th, with good attendances and un- 
usually strong programs. 

The Southern Conference met in the 
First Church, Columbus, the Rev. B. S. 
Larsen pastor, and considered matters 
pertaining to a “Laymen’s Retreat,” 
“Preaching,” “Comprehensive Parish 
Programs,” and “National Defense and 
the Church.” Officers in the confer- 
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ence are: President, the Rev. G. L. 
Kleespie; vice-president, the Rev. B. S. 
Larsen; and secretary-treasurer, the 
Rev. W. M. Allen. 

The Central Conference was held in 
Mt. Zion Church of the Middletown 
Parish at New Columbus, the Rev. 
V.. L. Yohe pastor. Interesting and 
helpful papers were presented on “Pas- 
toral Care of the Sick,” “Congrega- 
tional Evangelism Retreat,” and “The 
Church in a World at War.” Officers 
are: President, the Rev. P. S. Recher; 
vice-president, the Rev. C. R. Defen- 
derfer; and secretary-treasurer, the 
Rev. R. H. Heine. 

The Northern Conference met in St. 
Peter’s Church, Millersburg, the Rev. 
A. H. Miller pastor. These well-prepared 
papers were presented for discussion: 
“The Congregation and Foreign Mis- 
sions,” “THe LUTHERAN in Every Home,” 
and “Parish Education.” A Pre-Lenten 
Retreat in the conference was arranged 
to be held in Trinity Church, Val- 
paraiso, the Rev. A. R. Swasko pas- 
tor. The officers are: President, the 
Rev. R. H. Trojan; vice-president, the 
Rev. W. M. Wick; secretary, the Rev. 
F. L. Stevenson; and treasurer, Mr. 
Earl Crisler. 

One of the interesting features was a 
banquet for the laymen held the first 
evening of each of the conference meet- 
ings. The Rev. Carl D. Kammeyer of 
Washington, IIl., spoke on “The Spir- 
itual Ideals of the Church” to each of 
the meetings on successive evenings. 
The laymen of the synod support these 
annual gatherings enthusiastically. 


In the Synod 

The synodical Committee on Foreign 
Missions has been actively engaged in 
contacting all pastors in an effort to 
arrange an itinerary for John C. Fine- 
frock, D.D., missionary from India, who 
has been assigned to our synod by the 
Board of Foreign Missions during the 
month of November. Dr. Finefrock is 
a veteran missionary and his appear- 
ance before congregations “In Indiana” 
is particularly appropriate in prepara- 
tion for the India Centennial celebra- 
tion next year. 

The Publicity Committee of the 
synod, which is also charged with the 
responsibility for circulation of Tuer 
LUTHERAN, has been doing a splendid 
job in putting before the pastors, 
through cleverly prepared letters and 
pointed reminders, the goal of five per 
cent of the confirmed members sub- 
scribing to THe LuTHeran. Only one 
out of every nine families in the Indiana 
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Synod receives THe LutTHeraN! This 
fact has been placed squarely before 
the pastors and congregations. If the 
goal is not reached this year, it will 
not be because the Publicity Committee 
has not done its part. 


Congregations 

Attractive monthly mimeographed 
bulletins from Holy Trinity Church, 
South Bend, the Rev. R. H. Daube pas- 
tor, tell an interesting story of a pro- 
gressive and growing congregation. Re- 
cently a number of new members were 
received and the church in all depart- 
ments is advancing. A “ministry of in- 
spiration” rendered by the congrega- 
tion is that of placing religious pictures 
in various rooms of one of the South 
Bend hospitals. Five such pictures 
have been presented, the latest one 
being, “On the Mount of Olives,” by 
Giovanni. A splendid improvement has 
been made in the appearance of the 
church property through the erection 
of an outside bulletin board, made in 
stone, electrically lighted and modern. 


At the close of a pastorate of four 
years in the Syracuse Parish, the Rev. 
and Mrs. H. J. Currens and family 
were tendered a most gracious farewell 
by the congregations of the parish. Fol- 
lowing a bountiful supper the members 
and friends of Calvary congregation at 
Cromwell expressed their gratitude to 
Pastor Currens and family for their 
service and also sincere regrets at their 
leaving. Grace Church, in Syracuse, 
likewise honored them with a farewell 
gathering. As tokens of remembrance 
the congregations presented them with 
an attractive chenille bedspread and a 
beautiful table lamp. Pastor Currens 
was called to the Batesville Parish. 


The Rev. W. E. Allen, who has served 
more than ten years as pastor of the 
Pershing-Lyonsville Parish, has ac- 
cepted a call to the First Lutheran 
Church, Mishawaka, Indiana. He will 
take up the duties of the new parish 
November 1, and will be installed by 
the president of synod, H. E. Turney, 
D.D., November 2. 


Chaplain Ross 

The Rev. Ivan Ross, pastor of St. 
John’s, Napoleon, was voted a year’s 
leave of absence, to become a chaplain 
with the armed forces. His address is 
113th Quartermaster Regiment, Shelby- 
ville, Miss. 

The Rev. Harvey Lawrence, retired, 
will supply St. John’s, Napoleon, dur- 
ing the absence of Pastor Ross. 


The Rev. K. E. Hartman, pastor of 
Ebenezer, Indianapolis, has recovered 
sufficiently from an extended illness to 
be able to take a vacation in Michigan. 
The services at Ebenezer will continue 
to be conducted by the local pastors 
until Pastor Hartman is able to take 
up the work. 
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IMPROVEMENTS TO CHURCH PROPERTIES 


Blair County’s Oldest Church 


SEPTEMBER 28 special services were 
held in the Newry Church, the Rev. 
Lester J. Karschner pastor. The occa- 
sion was the celebration of the 140th 
anniversary of the congregation, the 
oldest Lutheran congregation in Blair 
County. The Newry church has con- 
tributed much to the formation and 
leadership of many neighboring con- 
gregations and continues to serve God 
in a faithful and progressive manner. 

A Communion service was held at 
the morning worship hour with the 
Rev. F. H. Shrader of Manchester, Md., 
a former pastor of the Newry Charge 
(1913-1920), delivering the sermon. A 
beautiful new altar and paraments 
were dedicated. A homecoming serv- 
ice was held in the afternoon with the 
Rev. Ralph W. Birk, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Altoona, also a former pastor 
at Newry (1934-1940), delivering the 
message on the theme, “Our Heritage 
of Power.” F. S. Shultz, D.D., of 
Altoona, retired after a long and faith- 
ful ministry, and a native of Newry, 
greeted the capacity congregation. 

The day was brought to a close with 
an evening service at which E. M. 
Morgan, D.D., pastor of First Church, 
Tyrone, preached on “Spiritual Growth 
—The Crown of Age.” 


New paraments for the chancel in 
Bethany Church, Altoona, the Rev. 
Paul L. Reaser pastor, were dedicated 
Sunday morning, September 22, in 
connection with the observance of the 
eighteenth anniversary of the present 
church building. Pastor Reaser has 
inaugurated a new type of Sunday eve- 
ning service which consists of the meet- 
ing of three separate groups (adults, 
young married people, and Luther 
Leagues) at 7.00 o’clock under indi- 
vidual leaders. At 7.45 all groups 
gather in the sanctuary for a brief de- 
votional service led by the pastor. 


Special services and a rally were held 
in Grace Church, Altoona, the Rev. 
C. M. Huddle pastor, September 28. 
Rally services in the Sunday school 
were followed by a rededication serv- 
ice at the morning hour of worship. 
Grace congregation has greatly en- 
riched and beautified its sanctuary dur- 
ing the past months. The rededication 
service was in charge of the pastor. 


Trinity Church, Juniata, the writer 
pastor, is observing a month of special 
services during October in celebration 
of a complete renovation program in 
conjunction with the fifty-fifth anniver- 
sary of the congregation. The church 


By Raupy W. Birk 


and Sunday school have been redec- 
orated, new lighting installed through- 
out, and numerous improvements made 
to floors, rooms, etc. The sanctuary has 
been completely renovated, and chan- 
cel, choir loft and seating rearranged. 
The pipe organ has been rebuilt and 
enlarged, and chimes added. A num- 
ber of exterior improvements have been 
made, and the congregation was very 
happy to rededicate this greatly im- 
proved edifice Sunday morning, Octo- 
ber 5, with C. C. Rasmussen, D.D., of 
Gettysburg Seminary, a former pastor 
at Trinity, preaching on the theme, 
“Why I Believe in the Church.” 


Reformation Service 

The Lutheran Ministerial Association 
of Altoona and Vicinity held its first 
meeting of the season in Second 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Clarence H. 
Hershey pastor, September 22, with a 
representative group of pastors pres- 
ent. A topic of interest to all, “The 
United Lutheran Church and the Con- 
scientious Objector,” was ably pre- 
sented by Pastor Ernest L. Pee of 
Phillipsburg. After much discussion it 
was realized, as in any group of clergy 
or laity, that there was not unanimity 
of opinion on this vital topic. A divi- 
sion of opinion is certainly in evidence 
among our people as to the stand taken 
by the U. L. C. A. at Omaha. 

The Association’s Reformation Serv- 
ice Committee reported the contem- 
plated holding of the annual union 
Reformation Service in Trinity Church, 
Juniata, Sunday evening, November 2, 
with the Rev. Dr. Schuette, president 
of the Eastern District of the American 
Lutheran Church, delivering the ser- 
mon. 

The officers for the year are: Pres- 
ident, the Rev. Ralph W. Birk; vice- 
president, the Rev. John L. Barnes; 
secretary-treasurer, G. R. Heim, D.D. 


Dr. Nicely Addresses Youth 

The annual convention of the Altoona 
District Luther League was held in 
Bethany Church, Altoona, the Rev. 
Paul L. Reaser pastor, September 27. 
Afternoon business sessions and devo- 
tional periods, led by the pastor loci, a 
banquet and evening session were com- 
bined, at which the address, “All the 
Way with Christ,” was delivered by 
George W. Nicely, D.D., pastor of First 
Church, Johnstown. Officers elected by 
the young people of the district are: 
President, Arthur Lukens, Jr.; vice- 
president, Paul Ulsh; secretary, Mada 
Slick; treasurer, John Harpster. 


Special 
Thanksgiving 
and 
Christmas 


Thanksgiving Bulletin— 


Cover: man and woman going to church; 
4th page: “Thanksgiving.” Brown and 
white. 


Price, 40 cents a hundred on standing 
orders (delivery charges in excess of 5 
cents paid by us); otherwise, 60 cents a 
hundred, delivery extra. 


Christmas Bulletin— 


Cover picture, “The Nativity” in four 
colors; 4th page: “The Miracle.” 

Price: 60 cents a hundred on standing 
orders (delivery charges in excess of 5 
cents paid by us); otherwise, 75 cents a 
hundred, delivery extra. 


Request Samples and Information. 


The United Lutheran 


Publication House 


Thirteenth and Spruce Sts., Phila., Pa. 
Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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Changes in Pastorates 

The Rev. Arthur Boyer, native of 
Catawissa, Pa., and a member of the 
senior class at Gettysburg Theological 
Seminary, has taken up his duties as 
assistant to Dr. George W. Nicely of 
First Church, Johnstown. Mr. Boyer 
will serve in this capacity for one year, 
after which he will return to the Sem- 
inary to complete his course. First 
Church pioneered in this type of stu- 
dent training and has been a great in- 
fluence in the ministerial life of a num- 
ber of young men. 


The Rev. R. J. Olson, assistant pastor 
of Moxham Church, Johnstown, re- 
signed his position with that congrega- 
tion September 1, in order to accept a 
call to the pastorate of St. Paul’s 
Church in Temperance, Mich. 


The Rev. D. L. Shaffer, pastor of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Martinsburg, re- 
signed as pastor of that congregation 
September 1. He plans to devote full 
time to teaching at the Morrison Cove 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT S8T., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 


SUNDAY 
SERVICES 
9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 


MORNING 
SERVICE 


Broadcast over 
Sta. WJAS 


When in SAN FRANCISCO you are 
invited to attend Services at 


ST. MARK'S 
Ev. Lutheran Church 


1135 O’FARRELL STREET 


“The Oldest Lutheran Church 
in the West.” 


WORSHIP SERVICE, 11:00 A. M. 
Rev. J. Edward Oslund, Pastor 


Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


and to 
THE FIRST 


3119 W. Sixth St. 


Frederick J. 
eertz, D.D., 
Pastor 
In the heart of 
the Wilshire 
district. 
Morning Worship 
11:00 A. M. 


High School, where he has been doing 
part-time teaching for some years. 


Death of Mrs. M. S. Kemp 

Our Conference has been greatly 
saddened by the death of Mrs. Margaret 
Kemp, wife of the Rev. Dr. M. Stanley 
Kemp, pastor of Zion Church, Holli- 
daysburg. Dr. and Mrs. Kemp have 
served the members of Zion as faith- 
ful servants for a period of twenty- 
one years and have endeared them- 
selves to many. Mrs. Kemp was an 
ideal pastor’s wife. She was always 
friendly, cheerful, kind, devoted, ef- 
ficient and godly. She was active in 
all work of the Church and will be 
greatly missed by the people of the 
community as well as the members of 
Zion Church. Her many friends feel 
deepest sympathy for her husband and 
two children, Mrs. Arthur Vangelli of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and John Kemp, now 
a student at Westminster Choir Col- 
lege. 

The funeral service was held in Zion 
Church, Hollidaysburg, September 30, 
in charge of the Rev. Fred R. Gren- 
ninger, pastor of Temple Church, 
Altoona. He was assisted by Pastor 
Jacob M. Flegler of St. James Church, 
Altoona, and Pastor Luke H. Rhoads 
of First Church, Altoona. 


Minister of Music 


St. John’s, Allentown, Calls Prof. 
Paul Ensrud as Director of Singing 


Becinninc last September 15, ac- 
cording to an announcement by Wil- 
liam C. Schaeffer, D.D., pastor of St. 
John’s Church, 
Allentown, Pa., 
the congrega- 
tion now has a 
full-time min- 
ister of music. 
Professor Paul 
Ensrud, head 
of the Music 
Department of 
Newberry Col- 
lege for the 
past ten years 
and director of 
the Newberry 
Singers, which 
he founded, has accepted the call of this 
church. He and his family moved to 
Allentown September 1. 

Professor Ensrud will have charge of 
all the music work of the church in 
every department. Not only the various 
choirs, but the congregation, the Sun- 
day school, the weekday school, the 
daily vacation school, and the auxil- 
iaries—all are expected to respond to 
his fine personality in leadership and 
Christian character. The adult choir 
already has been augmented to approx- 
imately sixty voices and often more 


Prof. Paul Ensrud 
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than a hundred singers lead the wor- 
ship in the joint choirs. 

Professor Ensrud undertakes his 
work in St. John’s with the purpose of 
giving meaning and devotion to wor- 
ship and also for using music in the 
church as a great evangelizing force 
among the families concerned. 


Fifty Years in the 
Ministry 


St. Pauu’s Cuurcu, Glenside, Pa., 
honored their pastor, the Rev. W. H. 
Berry, at a special service. Mr. Berry 
has completed 
fifty years in 
the ministry, 
twenty - three 
of which were 
spent in this 
congregation. 
The sermon 
on this anni- 
versary occa- 
sion was deliv- 
ered by Dr. 
M. R. Ham- 
sher, president 
of the Central 
Pennsylvania 
Synod. 

Mr. Berry was graduated from 
Roanoke College and from Gettysburg 
Seminary. He was ordained October 
7, 1891. In 1893 he married Venitia B. 
Feather, who died two years ago. Pas- 
torates served by him were in West 
Virginia; Brookside, Ohio; and St. 
Paul’s Church, Glenside. Mr. Berry has 
been a loyal and faithful pastor, and 
to mark these years of service and de- 
votion the members of the congrega- 
tion planned the service in his honor. 


Rev. W. H. Berry 


Esteemed Layman Dies 


Judge C. M. Efird, prominent Lu- 
theran layman of South Carolina, died 
after a brief illness at his home in Lex- 
ington, S. C., on the morning of Octo- 
ber 11. He would have been eighty- 
five years old in December. 

Judge Efird was a native of what is 
known as the “Dutch Fork” section of 
Lexington County, S. C., the son of the 
late Rev. Daniel Efird and Henrietta 
Dreher Efird. He attended Pine Ridge 
Academy there. He was graduated 
from Newberry College in 1877 with 
highest honors. For a number of years 
he taught school. His legal education 
was received in the office of H. A. 
Meetze at Lexington, and he was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1882, and con- 
tinued to practice his legal profession 
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in Lexington until retirement about 
five years ago. First he was a co-part- 
ner with Frank E. Dreher, and after 
Mr. Dreher’s death was associated with 
J. D. Carroll. 

From early life Judge Efird was a 
prominent leader in the Lutheran 
Church. He was a member of the Ways 
and Means Committee for the merger 
forming the United Lutheran Church 
in America, then served as a member 
of the Executive Committee of the U. L. 
C. A., and later was elected to the Com- 
mission of Adjudication. 

From 1881 until his death, he served 
as a member of the Board of Trustees 
for Newberry College, his alma mater. 
In 1929 the college conferred upon him 
the degere of Doctor of Laws. For 
many years he was a member of the 
Board of Trustees for the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary of Co- 
lumbia, and for a long time treasurer 
for this institution. 

He had represented his county as 
senator in the South Carolina General 
Assembly, was a member of the con- 
stitutional convention in 1895, and was 
reporter for the Supreme Court for 
nearly twenty years. He published 
Efird’s “Digest of South Carolina Re- 
ports” in 1904, covering volumes 43-60. 
As a special circuit judge he served 
with distinction on numerous occasions. 

Judge Efird was a man whom anyone 
might be proud to call a friend. He was 
ever faithful in all associations, deeply 
devoted to God, to the Church, and his 
country. In fact, he was, as one says, 
“fn all respects a man whom good men 
delight to honor.” 

Soon after coming to Lexington he 
was married to Miss Carolina Boozer, 
who died three years ago. Surviving 
are four daughters, Mrs. Robert F. 
Bowe of Bronxville, N. Y.; Miss Esse 
Efird, Mrs. J. A. Barre, and Mrs. John 
D. Carroll, all of Lexington; also one 
son, William C. Efird of McColl, S. C. 

The funeral service was conducted 
from his late residence in Lexington, 
Sunday afternoon, October 12, followed 
by interment in the cemetery of Zion 
Lutheran Church, about seven miles 
north of Lexington. The service was in 
charge of his pastor, the Rev. Glenn S. 
Ekard, who was assisted by Dr. A. B. 
Obenschain, Dr. C. J. Shealy and Dr. 
E. B. Keisler. 

Judge Efird had been a member of 
Zion Church most of his life. Here he 
had served as the faithful and beloved 
superintendent of the Sunday school for 
fifty years and also as a member of the 
church council. 

In the death of Judge Efird the Lu- 
theran Church has lost a great leader. 
His labors on earth ended, his works 
still live to bless and inspire many 
others. Now he has heard above the 
commendation, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” |W. C. Borex. 


MY Wher , i 


Writes 


Pastor A. J. Traver, Frederick, Md. 


The ladies are doing very well with their 20 
copies a week and I am hoping that this will 
increase as the fall activities begin. I have 
been making an announcement at each serv- 
ice calling attention to some part of THE 
LuTHERAN that I thought would be of general 
interest. It seems to work. I am convinced 
that any congregation could easily do the 
same thing, but it took me a good many years 


to realize it.” 
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OVER 150 CONGREGATIONS HAVE INSTALLED THIS SERVICE 


The following congregations have arranged for a canvass for subscriptions. Has 
your congregation taken any action on this important matter? 


CALIFORNIA SYNOD 
Pasadena 
Trinity, H. A. Anspach, D.D. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 

Lewisberry 
Mt. Zion 

Goldsboro 
Zion 


John S. Bishop 


FLORIDA SYNOD 
Miami 
Holy Trinity, Paul G. McCullough 


ILLINOIS SYNOD 
Chicago 
Augsburg, D. E. Bosserman 


KANSAS SYNOD 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Children’s, J. A. McCulloch 


MARYLAND SYNOD 
Baltimore 

St. John, Lloyd M. Keller, D.D. 
Washington, D. C. 

Reformation, Oscar Blackwelder 


MICHIGAN SYNOD 
Detroit 
Reformation, Calvin F. Stickles 


MIDWEST SYNOD 
Louisville, Nebr. 
Christ, A. B. Lentz 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Reading 

Alsace, George R. Koehler 
Rothsville 

Jerusalem, Willard G. Weida 


NEBRASKA SYNOD 
Spencer 

United, M. B. Simon 
Schuyler 

St. John, W. J. Goemmel 


NEW YORK SYNOD 
Buffalo 

Concordia, Herbert A. Bosch 
New Britain, Conn. 

St. John, Oscar V. Werner 
East Orange, N. J. 

Advent, Erwin S. Jaxheimer 


NORTHWEST SYNOD 
Jefferson, Wis. 

St. Mark, C. F. Schneider 
Milwaukee 

Epiphany, Paul W. Roth, D.D. 

Redeemer, Harold W. Gruhn 
Mukwonago, Wis. 

Mt. Olive, H. W. Saeger 


OHIO SYNOD 
Canton 

Trinity, E. C. Herman, D.D. 
Ellerton 

Salem, R. A. Albert 
Wadsworth 


Grace, D. L. Miley 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 
Latrobe 

St. Paul, E. Stewart Proper 
Leetsdale 

St. Matthew, M. R. Kunkelman 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN SYNOD 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

First, R. B. Wolf 
Belen, N. M. 

Community, Jos. W. Peterson 
Denver, Colo. 

Epiphany, Albert H. Buhl 


SOUTH CAROLINA SYNOD 
Chapin 

Mt. Horeb, A. Stemmerman 
Columbia 

St. Paul, H. A. McCullough, D.D. 
Spartanburg 

Woman’s Mem., C. J. Shealy, D.D. 


VIRGINIA SYNOD 

Obequon 
St. Paul, F. L. Roof 

Stephens City 

Karl G. Peterson 
Christ 

Blountville, Tenn. 


Immanuel, W. D. Wise 
Greenville, Tenn. 


St. James 
hy } Fred E. Dufford 


Has the name of your church ap- 
peared in these tables? 
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Yloricus 
PIPE ORGANS 


EACH INSTRUMENT 
A MASTERPIECE! 


Larger and finer Wicks 
Organs are being built 
today in even greater num- 
bers than ever before. Over 
160 Wicks Organs have 
been installed in churches, 
studios and homes through- 
out the country since the 
first of the year. 


_Let a Wicks technician 
discuss your music prob- 
lems with you. 


Our “Wicks Organ 
of the Month’' ¥ 


folder sent free, 
upon request. 


[= 
WICKS ORGANS 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 


The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 
JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 
3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


Studio 3 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 
LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 


14TH and N STREETS, N. W. 
Morning Service: 11:00 o’clock. 
Charles B. Foelsch, D.D., Ph.D., Pastor 


MARION 
CORLEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior Col- 

lege and last two years 

of High School in fa- 

mous ‘'blue grass’ re- 

gion of Virginia. Lib- 

eral Arts, Pre-library, 

Pre-nursing, Pre-journal- 

ism, Pre-Social work, Education, Business Educa- 
tion, Home Economics, Music, Speech, Happy 
home and social life in atmosphere of Southern 
culture. 68th year. Rates $435.00 to $485.00. Cata- 
logue and view book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, 
Marion, Va. 


Anniversaries 


The Rev. Frederick C. Krapf, pastor 
of St. Peter’s Church, Pittston, Pa., 
observed the twentieth anniversary of 
his pastorate with special services Sep- 
tember 21. The Rev. David A. Menges 
of Kingston, Pa., preached at the Ves- 
per Service and a letter of greeting was 
read from Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres- 
ident of the Ministerium of. Pennsyl- 
vania. 

September 18, the exact anniversary 
of the installation, Pastor and Mrs. 
Krapf were honored at a banquet in 
the social rooms of the church when 
upwards of 150 members and friends 
of the congregation expressed appre- 
ciation of the service rendered by their 
faithful, loyal and consecrated pastor 
and his devoted wife. 

Henry R. Carichner, general secre- 
tary of the Pittston Y. M. C. A. and a 
member of the congregation, was 
toastmaster. Testimonials were pre- 
sented by Raymond C. Hutchings, rep- 
resenting the congregation and its so- 
cieties; Dr. J. J. Neudoerffer, president 
of the Wilkes-Barre Conference; the 
Rev. David A. Menges, president of the 
Wilkes-Barre-Scranton Pastoral Asso- 
ciation; and representatives of the 
Pittston Ministerial Association and 
the Boards of Directors of the Pittston 
Hospital Association and the United 
Charities of Pittston and Vicinity, of 
which Pastor Krapf is an active mem- 
ber. Among other gifts, Pastor and 
Mrs. Krapf were the recipients of a 
Philco radio. 

The pastoral record for the twenty- 
year period includes 386 infant and 30 
adult baptisms, 408 members received 
by confirmation and 55 by letter of 
transfer, 216 funerals and 105 mar- 
riages. The number of communicants 
was increased from 275 to 388. During 
the pastorate considerable new equip- 
ment was added and numerous im- 
provements made to the church prop- 
erty, including the repairing and paint- 
ing of the exterior of the church and 
parsonage, which was completed in 
time for the anniversary and under- 
written to a considerable extent 
through the liberality of several of the 
members. In 1930 there was a debt of 
$5,200 on the property. This was re- 
duced in the period up to 1937 to $4,400. 
Gradually this debt has been further 
decreased and the small amount re- 
maining will be liquidated before the 
end of the year. 


Ocrtoser 12, the fifteenth anniversary 
of the pastorate of Lewis P. Speaker, 
D.D., was observed in the First Church, 
Columbus, Ohio. Before coming to 
Columbus Dr. Speaker served two 
other pastorates—St. Paul’s, Battle 
Creek, Mich, and Christ Church, 
Carey, Ohio. He was ordained in 1919 
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in his home church, Trinity, Louisville, 
Ky. He was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Louisville and Hamma Divy- 
inity School. 

During these fifteen years 948 adult 
members have been received into the 
church, and 336 children have been 
baptized. There have been 103 wed- 
dings and 377 burials. More than 
$300,000 has been expended for current 
expenses and benevolences, and a sub- 
stantial building fund has been estab- 
lished. The present confirmed mem- 
bership exceeds 1,000 and the com- 
muning membership is about 800. 

Dr. Speaker has been president of 
the Southern Conference of the Synod 
of Ohio and of the Franklin County 
Ministerial Association. Several years 
ago he served as general chairman of 
the Board of American Missions Appeal 
for the Synod of Ohio. He is also gen- 
eral chairman of the Wittenberg Col- 
lege Campaign to raise $1,200,000. He 
is a member of the Board of Trustees 
of Wittenberg College and of the Board 
of Deaconess Work of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 

Early in 1940 an advance step was 
taken by the First Church in the call- 
ing of the Rev. Oswald Elbert to be- 
come assistant pastor. Under his able 
leadership a fine youth program has 
been built up. 


Laurelton, L. I., N. Y. Epiphany 
Church celebrated the tenth anniver- 
sary of its organization and the fifth 
anniversary of the dedication of its 
church in September. Special features 
of the celebration were the publication 
of a twenty-page historical booklet and 
an Anniversary Festival Service with 
Samuel G. Trexler, D.D., president of 
the United Synod of New York, as the 
guest preacher. 

The congregation was organized Jan- 
uary 4, 1931, by Dr. Ellis B. Burgess, 
missionary superintendent of the United 
Synod of New York. The first pastor 
was C. F. W. Hoppe, D.D., who served 
from 1931 until his death in 1934. Dr. 
Hoppe’s successor is the Rev. Alfred J. 
Krahmer, who became pastor imme- 
diately after his ordination in 1934. 

After worshiping five years in store- 
rooms, the congregation built its pres- 
ent church at a cost of $15,000 in 1936. 
The building is a beautiful example of 
Colonial architecture. 

In the five years that the congrega- 
tion has been worshiping in its new 
church the membership has increased 
in church and Sunday school; attend- 
ance has increased; and the debt has 
been reduced $4,200. The congregation 
contributes annually more than $500, 
or about 12 per cent of its total receipts, 
to benevolence. In March 1941 the con- 
gregation purchased the house next to 
the church for a parsonage at a cost 
of $4,000. 


The Mexican Spit- 


Norway in Revolt 
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If You're Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Films marked C may appeal to Children. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Dr. Jekyll and Melodrama. The Stevenson 
Mr. Hyde tale of the man who ex- 
(MGM) periments with dividing the 


good and evil in his nature 
into two separate indi- 


Lana Turner viduals, interpreted for this 
screening in Freudian 
terms. 

Flying Blind Melodrama. A honeymoon 
(Par.) air service gets involved 
R. Arlen with foreign spies trying to 
Jean Parker fly bomber secrets out of 

the country. 

Harmon of Football. Setbacks in the 
Michigan (Col.) first year of his coaching 
Tom on career lead a gridiron hero 
Anita Louise to try unethical means. of 
Oscar O’shea winning games — until he 

sees the light. 

Honky Tonk Melodrama in a gold boom 
(MGM) town: all about how a 
Clark Gable gently nurtured girl weds 
Frank Morgan a confidence man and sticks 


Turner to him through thick and 


Farce, What happens when 


fire’s Baby two husbands join in im- 
(RKO) porting a war orphan who 

turns out to be of World 
Lupe Velez War I vintage. 


Pseudo-documentary. First 
part purports to reveal un- 
dercover activity in Nor- 
way; later sequences show 
young Norwegians in train- 
ing abroad for future con- 


(The March of 
Time) 


Effective use is made of camera to 
produce weird effects and atmosphere. 
But the psychological implications 
somehow fail to come off. Grotesque, 
morbid. M 


Routine melodrama of the “Dick 
Tracy” type, with impossible feats and 
hair-breadth escapes. A straight ad- 
venture and nothing more. Fair. 

M, Y 


Story is awkward and amateurish. 
But a real football hero appears, 
action sequences are thrilling, and 
fine ideals are glorified. Fairly inter- 
esting, particularly for Yi, 


No real motivation for events (unless 
it be to exploit “appeal” of these 
stars); ethics displayed are cheap and 
deplorable. Unpalatable. 


A stupid story, frequently risque, 
always noisy, unpleasant, inane. 


The “undercover” portion, almost en- 
tirely staged, is given deceiving air of 
authority by accents and suggestion 
of commentator. Final scenes are more 
convincing. Interesting, but confusing. 


’ 


flict. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 
For Family: The Adventures of Chico, The Big Store, Fantasia, The Great 
Commandment, The Great Dictator, Life Begins for Andy Hardy, Men of Boys’ 
Town, Power and the Land, The Reluctant Dragon, Sun Valley Serenade, Thanks 


a Million. 


For Mature Audience: Blood and Sand, Blossoms in the Dust, Citizen Kane, 
The Fight for Life, Here Comes Mr. Jordan, Hold Back the Dawn, Ku Kan, The 
Little Foxes, Major Barbara, Meet John Doe, Missing Ten Days, Penny Serenade, 


Shining Victory, The Stars Look Down. 


Campaign for Education 
and Missions Discussed 


TUESDAY evening, September 30, the 
Chicago Conference of the Wartburg 
Synod opened with a Communion Serv- 
ice, with the Rev. O. Doering of Peace 
Church, Chicago, choosing as his sub- 
ject, “What Mean Ye by This Serv- 
ice?” Wednesday morning the confer- 
ence was formally opened by the re- 
tiring president, the Rev. E. Morack of 
Racine, Wis., after a half hour devotion 
conducted by the Rev. R. W. Roth of 
Good Shepherd Church, Chicago. 


The election of officers resulted as 
follows: the Rev. B. Korte, president; 
the Rev. O. Kaitchuk, vice-president; 
the Rev. E. Amend, secretary; the Rev. 
G. Overdier, treasurer. An essay, “The 
Cross in Action,” was delivered by the 
Rev. W. W. Roth of Springfield, IIL, 
and was well received. 

Wednesday afternoon and evening 
were given over to a special called ses- 
sion of synod for the purpose of intro- 
ducing to each pastor and lay delegate 
the plans for the Financial Appeal to 
be conducted throughout the Wartburg 
Synod to raise $25,000 voted for the 
Chicago Seminary, $1,000 voted for 
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For All People 


PRAYERS For All Occasions 
By DR. LEANDER M. ZIMMERMAN 


A Rare Gift Book 

Pocket Size—Bound in Cloth 

Postpaid, 35c each. Three for $1.00 
17 PRINTINGS 


Press Notices 


THE LUTHERAN—“Very attractive. Accept- 
able to a Not patterns but actual prayers.” 

CHRISTIA TURY — “Deeply felt and 
well ie oes v4 

CHRISTIAN OBSERVER—“Invaluable aid in 
family and private devotions.” 

MOODY MONTHLY — ‘‘Material which the 
devout soul may use and offer to God.” 
PULPIT DIGEST—“Extremely well written. 

Filled with fervor of the first order.” 
ZION’S HERALD — ‘‘An excellent piece of 
spiritual work, strength and inspiration.” 
ATCHMAN EX ER—“Refreshing, in- 

iring, helpful.” 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN — “ bar pega in 
devout and reverent langua 

AMERICAN LUTHERAN —‘ ‘Profound mes- 
sage, high spiritual tone, close to practical 


eeds. 
WORLD CALL — “We earnestly commend 


these prayers.’ 
THE MESSENGER—“‘‘Reverence with simpli- 
city, in language of real devotion.” 
BALTIMORE SUN—“ Supplications of marked 
beauty and dignity.” 


ORDER FROM 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
13th and Spruce Sts., Phila., Pa. 
Bible Markers . . 


CHURCH ews ee: 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


EMBROIDERIES 


AVE.NEAR 10 @ ST. STNEW YORK 


Church ile in 


THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE 
By REV. JOHN SCHMIDT 


The author, an outstanding Lutheran _pas- 
pe nae given us a new picture of the Grace 
of Go 


In this day a dependence upon human ef- 
forts, knowledge and organization, this book 
brings a refreshing message, placing em- 
phasis upon the true fountain, Jesus Christ, 
who said, ‘““My Grace is sufficient for thee.” 


247 PAGES. CLOTH. $1.50, POSTPAID. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Organized 1825 
21 West 46th Street 
Us NEW YORK, N.Y. US 


THE GEST OF THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, colleges, churches 
nd seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 


Ne CHOIR J veer 


SZ” | 7-9 WEST 36ST. NEW YORK,NY 
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MENEELY 
BELLCO. 


TROY, NY. 
ANDO 
220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


>BELLS 


Aeolian-Skinner 
ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 
Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 
Boston, Mass. 


New York’s ee 
Friendliest Hotel 


Convenient loeatton; #4 
quiet, spacious rooms; 
friendly, attentive serv- 


ice make the Prinee & 
George New York's out- 
standing hotel value 

1000 Rooms with Bath 
Single $2.50 to $4.00 
Double $3.50 to $7.00 
Geo. H. Newton, Mgr. 


Choiré 


Pulpit COWN S 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 


VIL Desa 


GAGANS 


HIGHLAND= ILLINOIS * Depé.u. 


WILLSIF- 
Cheit and Ft 


, OWN S 


Finer materials, cut 
on full pattern, hand- 
tailored throughout— 
Willsie Gowns give 
SETTER APPEAR- 
ANCE, WEAR 
LONGER. Yet they 
cost no more than or- 
dinary Gowns. Write 
for sample and prices. 


Paul A. Willsie Co. 
Smith Bldg., Omaha, 
Neb.; 457 W. Fort St., 

Detroit, Mich. ‘ 


Carthage College library, and the $4,000 
appeal for Wartburg Missions. A rally 
was held in the evening at which “pep” 
talks were given by a layman and two 
pastors relative to the Seminary, Car- 
thage College and Wartburg Missions, 
while the chief talk was given by the 
president of synod, Dr. R. R. Belter. 
Some touching words were spoken by 
Mr. H. G. Walter, lay leader, in charge 
of the campaign, and the Rev. E. 
Schmidt, largely responsible for the 
plans as they were presented to synod. 
Thursday morning, after the devotional 
led by the Rev. J. W. Bucklin, a paper 
was presented by Dr. C. W. Knudten 
entitled, “Trends in Home Missions.” 
F. W. Korsitz, Reporter. 


Interesting Questions 
Discussed at Conference 


The annual meeting of the Northern 
Conference of the Midwest Synod was 
held at St. Mark’s Church, Pender, 
Nebr., the Rev. R. Shipwright pastor, 
September 23 to 25. Conference opened 
with a Communion Service. Nineteen 
of the twenty-five pastors on the roll 
were in attendance. The congregation 
was well represented. President Karl 
Koenig preached from the text Acts 
16: 25-34. His sermon will long be re- 
membered for its clearness and helpful 
instruction. Another spiritual feast was 
the sermon Wednesday evening by the 
Rev. P. Bieger on Isaiah 49: 13-16. If 
nothing further had been offered, at- 
tendance at conference would have 
been well worth while. 

However, there were other good 
things in store. Three splendid papers 
were presented. Pastor J. Schrader, 
who was unable to attend, had volun- 
tarily sent a paper on the question: Is 
it advisable for a pastor to serve on a 
jury? A unanimous “No” was voted 
to the question under consideration. 
Pastor P. Kuehner read an exegesis on 
John 4: 1-42 and Pastor H. Welchert, 
Jr., presented a paper on “Sacramental 
and Sacrificial Elements in Our Chief 
Service.” 

A letter of thanks was ordered sent 
to Pastor Otto Bergfelder for his new 
book of sermons, “Water from the 
Wells of Salvation.” 

Election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: Pastor Karl Koenig, president; 
Pastor P. Kuehner, secretary; Pastor 
J. Bahnsen, treasurer. 

The hospitality of Pastor and Mrs. 
Shipwright and the congregation was 
unsurpassed and the selections by the 
choir were splendid. Secretary Kuehner 
expressed the thanks of the conference 
to all who had helped to make the 
meeting so enjoyable. 

M. A. Rrrzen. 
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Brotherhood Rally in 
The Michigan Synod 


One of the strongest programs ever 
arranged by the Brotherhood of the 
Michigan Synod will be presented Sun- 
day afternoon and evening, November 
9, in Ann Arbor. Although in the form 
of a Men’s Rally, special features are 
being introduced for the sake of 
women. At 3.30 P. M. the women will 
gather in the “Union” building of Mich- 
igan University to hear Dr. Edwin C. 
Moll, executive secretary of the U. L. 
C. A.’s Board of Foreign Missions. At 
the same time, the men, meeting in 
Trinity Church, will be addressed by 
Mr. J. Milton Deck, president of the 
United Lutheran Church’s Brother- 
hood, on the subject, “The Value of the 
Local Brotherhood, the Synodical, Na- 
tional, and Federation of Brotherhoods 
to the Church.” 

Mr. Deck and Dr. Moll will address 
the combined groups at the evening 
dinner meeting in the Michigan Union. 


Congregations 


Monaca, Pa. October 5, Rally Day, 
the Sunday school of Redeemer Church 
presented the congregation with a 
beautiful Christian flag and the “Stars 
and Stripes.” After the unveiling, rec- 
ognition was given to nine scholars who 
had a perfect record attendance for the 
past year. One of them completed nine 
years of perfect attendance. 

The VanKirk Church was a recipient 
of pews and a pulpit, the gift of the 
Orphans’ Home at Zelienople, Pa. This 
furniture was no longer needed by the 
Home since the completion of their re- 
furnished chapel. 

This mission congregation, with the 
assistance of the Mission Board, bought 
the abandoned school property on 
which was a frame schoolhouse 28 x 36 
feet in dimensions. 


Phoenixville, Pa. The redecoration 
project in Central Lutheran Church 
has been completed, and rededication 
services were held September 28. Pas- 
tor Charles F. Trunk, Jr., preached the 
sermon. 

The total cost of the improvements 
and memorials, $1,450, was oversub- 
scribed in the amount of $200 on the 
day of rededication. 

Improvements included painting and 
repointing the exterior, new ceiling and 
painting the interior, floors refinished, 
new lights, hymnals, baptismal font, 
organ light, clock, and refinishing most 
of the woodwork. 

In addition to this expenditure, in the 
past two years $250 has been paid on 
the church debt, the organ has been 
repaired, and an assessment to the city 
amounting to $200 has been paid. 


November 5, 1941 


OBITUARY 
Mrs. E. H. Kohn 


Catherine Ehrhardt Kohn, wife of E. H. Kohn, 
-D., of Mount Holly, N. C., entered into rest 
September 2 after an illness of several months. 
Ihe was a native of Philadelphia, Pa., but 
for lah eae years labored faithfully with her 
husband in pastoral service in Burkes Garden, 
Va.; New arket, Va.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; and 
Cherryville, N. C. The last congregation served 
by them was Mount Holly—for the past twenty- 
baa 2 years. 
rs. Kohn was a fine Christian character and 
was held in high esteem by all who knew her. 
She was active in the work of the church and 
in the community. At the time of her death 
she was president of the Ladies’ Aid and Mis- 
sionary Society of the congregation. 

She is survived by her husband and their five 
children: Mrs. Gertrude Clinton, Gastonia, 
N. C.; Mrs. Grace Johnston, Columbia, S. C.; 
Mrs. Ruth Hall, Asheville, N. C.; Mrs. Faith 
Gluyas, High Point, N. C.; and George E. Kohn, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

The funeral service was conducted by_ Dr. 
L. A. Thomas, Dr. J. F. Crigler, and Dr. J. L. 
Morgan, president of the North Carolina Synod, 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd, and her 
body was laid to rest in Pine View Cemetery 
at Mount Holly. J. L. M. 


Willard Leroy Peterson 


entered into Life Eternal September 27, at St. 
Anthony’s Hospital, Rockford, Ill., following 
two weeks serious illness. 

He was born April 1, 1903, at Rockford, Ill. 
He was baptized and confirmed in Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, where he remained a faithful 
member until his death. Receiving his elemen- 
tary education in the schools at Rockford, he 
continued his education at Carthage College, 
and was graduated in 1926. He entered North- 
western Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Minneapolis, Minn., and was graduated with 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity in 1929. 

While engaged in secular work near his home, 
he was instrumental in organizing a Sunday 
school in a country district where few of the 
people had any church connections. Frequently 
he pepled pulpits and proved himself to be a 
faithful worker in the Lord’s vineyard. 

He was united in marriage June 25, 1941, with 
Miss Agnes Forsness of Fer, Falls, Minn. 

He is survived by his wife; three brothers, 
all of Rockford; four sisters; thirteen nephews 
and eight nieces. 

Services were held at Rockford, Tuesday, 
September 30, and were conducted by the Rev. 
R. W. Groth, brother-in-law of the deceased. 

Burial took place in Scandinavian Cemetery 
at Rockford, IIl. Garrett F. Genszler. 


The Rev. James J. C. Witke 


October 4 the Rev. James J. C. Witke, pastor 
emeritus of St. Michael’s Church, Harrisburg, 
Pa., died unexpectedly in Long Beach, Calif., 
only two days after returning from a visit to 
his old home in Pennsylvania. In January 1940 
Mr. Witke and his wife came to make their 
home in Long Beach that they might be near 
their only daughter, Irmela Witke, superinten- 
dent of Seaside Memorial Hospital of this city. 

The funeral service was held October 8 with 
Dr. Daniel J. Snyder, pastor of Trinity Church, 
Long Beach, officiating. Had not a word been 
spoken, had not the organ pealed forth its 
strains of solace and comfort, the beauty of the 
flowers that graced the chapel would have 
borne eloquent testimony to the sincere esteem 
and love in which Mr. Witke was held. He was 
laid to rest in the beautiful Rose Hill Memo- 
rial Cemetery in Whittier, Calif. 

James J. C. Witke was born in Germany De- 
cember 18, 1871, and received his education 
there, graduating from the University of Ber- 
lin. Coming to America at the age of twenty 
he located in Seymour, Conn. Soon after he 
organized St. John’s Church in prteepert, 
where he was pastor for seven years. om 
there he moved to Pennsylvania to become pas- 
tor of Christ Church, Scranton, which he 
served for twenty-two years. He was called in 
1920 to St. Michael’s Church, Harrisburg, where 
he remained for nineteen years and because of 
ill health closed his ministry in 1939. He was 
ament in the larger circles of the Church, 

ing a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Muhlenberg College, the Philadelphia Semin- 
ary and the Lutheran Orphans’ Home in Phila- 
delphia. He loved the service of the Church 
and spent himself in her ministry. 

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Emma Sielen 
Witke, and one daughter, Irmela Witke, both of 
Long Beach, Calif.; and by one brother, the 
Rev. John S. M. Witke, Baltimore, Md 

Mr. Witke, who came from a long line of 
Lutheran ministers, unbroken on his maternal 
side for three hundred years, was a man of 
culture and scholarly attainments. He had a 
fine Christian spirit and broad human sym- 

thies, counting it a pebieee to bring the 
oys of heaven into the hearts of men. He will 

missed not only by his immediate family 
but by his brethren in the Ministerium of Penn- 
Sylvania, a host of former parishioners, new 
acquaintances in Long Beach, and by the pas- 


tor of Trinity Church, where he was a faith- 
ful worshiper and to whom he was ever a help 
and inspiration. Daniel J. Snyder. 


NOTICE 


The Commission of Adjudication of the United 
Lutheran Church will meet in regular semi- 
annual session at the Hotel Raleigh, Washing- 
ton, D. C., Wednesday, November 12, at 10.00 
A. M., for the transaction of any and all busi- 
ness that may properly be prove before it. 

P. H. Pershing, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The thirty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Southern 
Conference of the Synod of California will be 
held in the First Church, Los Angeles, Calif., 
Albert B. Schwertz, D.D., pastor, Friday, No- 
vember 14, at 9.00 A. M. 

Mrs. Clayton S. Larson, Sec. 


The forty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, November 6, in St. 
James Church, Lebanon, Pa., the Rev. Charles 
P. Cressman pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. 

The speakers: Miss Helen Shirk, missionary 
on furlough from Japan; Mrs. Paul Machetzki, 
British Guiana; and Dr. Edwin Moll, general 
secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Mrs. John R. McClellan, Sec. 


The fifty-first annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadel- 
phia Conferences of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania will be held November 13 in the 
Church of the Incarnation, 47th St. and Cedar 
Ave. Sessions 10.00 A. M., 2.00 P. M., 7.45 P. M. 

Mrs. Frank M. Brown, Sec. 


_ The Women’s Missionary Society of the Read- 
ing Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania and Adjacent States will hold its forty- 
fifth annual convention November 5 in St. 
Mark’s Church, Birdsboro, Pa., the Rev. Charles 
Fisher pastor. Mrs. J. Thomas Hadesty, Sec. 
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The thirteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Long Island 
Conference Society of the United Synod of New 
York will be held November 7 at Christ Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., the Rev. Charles A. Davis 
pastor. Mrs. Paul E. Schmidt, Sec. 


CONFERENCES 


The West Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod will hold its fourth 
annual convention in St. Paul’s Church, Spring 
Grove, Pa., the Rev. Ralph C. Robinson pastor, 
November 17 and 18. The convention will 
open at 10.30 A. M., the seventeenth, with The 
Service. The sermon will be preached by Pres- 
ident Ralph R. Gresh, and the clerical officers 
will administer the Communion. Business and 
conference sessions, Monday, 1.30 P. M. and 
Tuesday, 9.15 A. M., and 1.30 P. M. Laymen’s 
meeting, Monday, at 7.45 P. M. 

H. W. Sternat, Sec. 


The eighth annual conference of the Ken- 
tucky-Tennessee Synod will meet November 11 
and 12 at St. John’s Church, Melbourne, Ky., 
the Rev. Olan Aughbaugh pastor. 

Day B. Werts, Sec. 


The Western Conference of the Synod of 
Maryland will hold its convention November 11 
in St. Paul’s Church, Funkstown, Md., the Rev. 
Harry M. Young pastor. 

The first session will begin at 9.30 A. M. with 
the Order for Public Confession, followed by 
the Holy Communion. The second session will 
begin at 1.30 P. M. Paul H. Smith, Sec. 


The fall convention of the Southern Confer- 
ence of the North Carolina Synod will be held 
Thursday, November 13, in Daniel’s Lutheran 
Church, Lincolnton, N. C., the Rev. B. S. Brown 
pastor. President L. A. Thomas, D.D., will de- 
liver the convention sermon at the afternoon 
session. L. C. Bumgarner. 


WANTED 


Used hymn books, ‘“‘The Book of Worship.” 
For Lutheran congregation. Mrs. Lloyd D. 
Smith, Sec., Spruce Run Lutheran Sunday 
School, R. D. 1, Glen Gardner, New Jersey. 


«s+ 18 it 
worth .06° a day? 


A PROGRAM of security- protection for your loved ones...a 


retirement plan for yourself 


coupon today! 


. . . or a college education for those 
youngsters of yours can be started today ... with the help of your 
Lutheran Brotherhood agent, for as little as six cents a day! 


And how well worth while this trifling investment can be... in 
peace of mind, in assurance that you and yours are provided for 
against death, old age or lack of money for schooling. 


Let us send a qualified representative to show you how a systematic 
savings plan—for as little as six pennies a 
of mind worth thousands and help assure your independence in later 
years. There's not an ounce of obligation involved; this is a service 
we are glad to perform for Lutherans everywhere. 


ay—can bring you peace 


Send in your 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 
HERMAN L. EKERN, President 


608 Second Avenue South 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


! wish to save [or: 
OO Education for Children 


O Family Protection 
(Check V to show which plan interests you most.) 


O Retirement 


It is understood this does not obligate me. 
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ADDRESS. 
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Harmony, OR... ? 


7 HE soul-satisfying effect of a church choir singing a 
beloved hymn does not always reach realization. 
The choir may present a uniform appearance, the title 
may be known to all, bue without careful direction and 
interpretation,—without unity of purpose behind the 
singing,—the results can be dull and discordant, a far 
cry from harmony! 

Similarly in the church school curriculum . . . the lesson 
materials in use may look attractive to the eye, they may 
appear to contain the information you want, yet without 
the careful interpretation and the special emphasis of your 
national church body behind them, they can hardly be 
expected to exert a harmonizing influence. Important 
teachings are apt to be omitted, the program lacks unity, 


AA 
YOU NEED YOUR] 


pupils sense the disorganization, the school does not show 
an even growth. 

Promote harmony in your church school . . . purchase 
teaching materials through your own publishing house. 
Your church will then march forward with its own group 
emphasis and faith, and you will be sure of getting les- 
son materials of highest usefulness to your own curricu- 
lum. By concentrating your buying power in these 
officially designated channels you will lend aid to an 
organized program of Christian education. 


This is a joint message from twenty-eight members of the Pub- 
lishers Section of the International Council of Religious Education, 
for the purpose of promoting full cooperation between individual 
churches and their own publishing houses. 


The United Lutheran Publication House, Thirteenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 


